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“Who is My Neighbor? #627 – October 3, 2010

Who is My Neighbor?
Luke 10:29: (NASB) But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”
Do you know who your neighbors are? I am not necessarily asking about the people who live to
your left or right, but am more readily referring to the people who live around you – all around
you – the people you work with, the people you shop with, the people you go to the gym with, the
people you go to church with, the people you pass on the street or in the parking lot – those
people - you know, the people you notice and the people you don’t notice. Are they your
neighbors? Do you owe them anything – or do they owe you anything? We want to talk about the
relationship between being a neighbor, being a Good Samaritan and being a human being. Stay
with us as we look into this somewhat well-known parable of Jesus with some striking and perhaps
not so well known details! Who is my neighbor? Let’s see if we can find out…
Our only question for consideration:
Who is MY Neighbor?
A lawyer asks this question of Jesus: Luke 10:25-29: There seems to be a battle of wits engaging.
A customary teaching tool of asking questions is taking place. Jesus first answered the lawyer’s
question with a question. The lawyer then answers Jesus' question and follows with another
question.
So, Jesus tells the story – not in response to a sincere question from one searching for truth - but
in response to one who only seeks self-justification by trying to trap Jesus in his own words.
Let’s look at “who is my neighbor” from a very Old Testament Jewish perspective, from what that
lawyer would have already known.
“My neighbor” is mentioned in the Ten Commandments: Exodus 20:16-17: Two of the Ten
Commandments deal with your neighbor: Not lying about or taking his possessions.
“My neighbor” is the needy – those who are hungry: Leviticus 19:9-10
“My neighbor” is my employee: Leviticus 19:13
“My neighbor” is my countryman: Leviticus 19:17-18
“My neighbor” is the stranger in our land: Leviticus 19:33-34.
The lawyer talking to Jesus would have well known that the law defined "neighbor" as a sweeping
generality of basically anyone with whom one comes in contact.
“My neighbor,” according to the Old Testament Law, seems to be anyone and everyone who may
cross our path. Now, does this mean that we are to forget or compromise standards and laws to
accommodate anyone and everyone? NO!
Leviticus 19:17 clearly said we may surely reprove our neighbor, but not act in a sinful way
because of him. Just because we are supposed to treat everyone kindly doesn't mean we throw
away righteousness. We still uphold the laws.
So the Old Testament template has been set: Luke 10:30: The distance between Jerusalem and
Jericho is about nineteen miles. It was a rocky, desolate area that was notorious for places where
robbers would come. Jamison, Fausset and Brown's Commentary says that this continues even to
this day.
Luke 10:31: A priest would have been one of the highest representatives of the Jewish Law.
Jericho was one of the appointed cities of the priests and Levites. It is estimated that 12,000 of
them resided there. They took their turns at the service in the Temple at Jerusalem, and
consequently were frequently on this road.
Won’t You be My neighbor? Mr. Rogers
Mr. Rogers idealizes being a neighbor, but this story of Jesus shows the stark reality.
So what happens?
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•

The beaten man is presumably a Jew;

•

The priest “sees” the beaten man – not by a mere glance, but he perceives – he understood
what has happened!

•

He passes by ON THE OTHER SIDE, getting as far away as he can.

Sometimes being a neighbor requires something more than a smile.
Luke 10:32: A Levite is an instructor of the people, set aside for God's service. Their work was to
be works of spirituality, performing the sacrifices. They should have understood what a neighbor
was according to the Old Testament. So the Levite sees the man, came to look closer at the
man, and then passes by on the other side!
Deuteronomy 22:1-4: Even if the animals of your neighbor are having trouble, you help him.
Here is the Christian perspective of the Jewish law: James 2:14-16
Where are we so far in Jesus’ story? We have:
•

a Jew robbed and beaten, left on the road to die;

•

a Jewish Priest - one of the highest representatives of the Law - did not help;

•

a Jewish Levite - an instructor and guide of the people - did not help.

Even people directly focused on the Good Samaritan story avoided someone in need. What does
this mean? Luke 10:33
Observations so far:
•

This Samaritan was on a journey – he had some place to be.

•

Like the two previous men that passed by, this Samaritan also sees – perceives - the man’s
condition.

•

The Samaritan had compassion.
This particular word "compassion" (Strongs #4697) means to be deeply moved from the depths of
your heart and is only used in the New Testament when Jesus is describing someone in a parable
or in describing Jesus himself! Matthew 9:36 Matthew 20:34
When we have a single-minded purpose in our busy lives, it is difficult to stop, reset, and then do
the right thing. We live in a very self-absorbed, object-oriented world. In this kind of an
environment, we often lose out on the important opportunities to be a neighbor as defined in the
Scriptures. Those of us that claim Christianity for our lives of all people should be the most
willing, ready and able. The Lord could be giving us such experiences to see where our hearts
are. Christianity should be built on those things that come into play in our everyday lives.
Luke 9:52-56
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Luke 10:34-35

Observations about the Samaritan:
•

Treats the stranger's wounds – oil to ease their pain and wine to clean them;

•

Now has to walk to be able to move the wounded stranger to safety;

•

Spends the night caring for the wounded stranger;

•

Leaves enough money for the stranger’s care in his absence (Two denarii = two days wages);

•

Offers to pay any balance for the stranger's care upon his own return.
The Samaritan doesn't only lend a hand, he lends his life to this other man so the stranger can
move forward.

We can be so heavenly-minded
that we are of no earthly good.
2 Corinthians 5:20: Now then we
are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled
to God.

A Christian's life depends on
how he treats his brother.
1 John 314: We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren. He that loveth
not his brother abideth in death.
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Three major lessons we can learn from the Samaritan’s compassion:
Perspective:
Who are we?
Matthew 5:13-16: To live this lesson is not only an admirable way to live, for the true Christian, it
is an identifying way to live! As ambassadors for Christ, we are to be representing something
higher. We are to be examples of living heavenly-minded but having great value to those around
us.
Priorities:
We are to serve God –
but what are the most important things in that service?
Proverbs 24:17 Hosea 6:6 Philippians 2:3-4
Practicality:
Just how do we live the lesson of the Good Samaritan?
Luke 6:31-32: We cannot do the following unless we NOTICE! Romans 12:14-17
Now that Jesus finished the story, he concludes with the lesson: Luke 10:36-37
Final observations regarding the depth of the lesson in this parable:
•

All people are subject to trial and tragedy in life;

•

At one time or another, we all witness the trial and tragedy of others;

•

Trial and tragedy, even when they are not your own, are NEVER convenient;

•

Just because we have religion does not mean we know God;

•

Just because we don’t have religion, does not mean we cannot be merciful and compassionate;

•

The heart of our perceived enemy can be a big heart;

•

The heart of those with authority can be cowardly and selfish;

•

Our actions always speak louder than our words.
How did Jesus treat the Samaritans in real life? Did he practice what he preached? Of course.
Refer to John 4:7-15 with the Samaritan woman at the well; his teaching her that he is the
Messiah in John 4:25-26; Jesus healing Samaritans in Luke 17:12-18; and one of Jesus' final
instructions before his ascension included the Samaritans in Acts 1:6-9.
Go and do thou likewise…
On the Road to Jericho, Keith Green

So who is your neighbor?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it...!
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