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“Should Israel Belong to the Palestinians?” #669 - July 24, 2011

Should Israel Belong to the Palestinians?
Genesis 12:1: (NASB) Now the LORD said to Abram, Go forth from your country, and from your
relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you;
It’s no secret that the Middle East is a hotbed of trouble and confusion in today’s
world. How did this all come to be? Is the nation of Israel God’s chosen people
and if so, does that mean that they are above the rules that the
rest of us must follow?
Are there consequences for being God’s
chosen? Does Israel have divine rights
to their land? Stay with us as we look
into Israel, her Biblically bumpy path
towards God and then her 20th and
21st century path towards God.
Where did the path of favor begin?
We are first going to trace the history of Israel in
ancient days, and then discuss modern day Israel.
Abram: Genesis 12:1-5
Favor can take root in a heart of faith and obedience:
• Faith: He was asked to go to a strange land
and promised to be a great nation when he had no heir.
•

Obedience: In spite of the glaring “gaps” in the plan, he did what God said.

God seems to have forgotten the promise! But then 24 years later…Genesis 17:1-5
A new name, but 24 years of no child, except Ishmael...Genesis 17:15-20
Faith can sometimes waiver… but God is faithful! Genesis 21:5:
This was the first stage of God developing a chosen nation to "bless all the families of the earth"
through one man, Abraham, and his one son, Isaac.
Is the path of God’s favor an easy path?
God dealt with this family but always required obedience from them. This text is after Abraham
showed his willingness to sacrifice his only son: Genesis 22:15-18: Note the original promise is
expanded to include an innumerable offspring that will possess the gate of their enemies, and who
will be an eventual catalyst for all the earth to obtain blessings. God is promising a world-changing
event through Abraham's offspring.
Isaac, the promised seed, and some of the difficulty that he faced: Genesis 26:1-4: God repeats
to Isaac what He previously told Abraham. Abraham never actually saw the complete fulfillment of
the promises, so it became a "generational " promise that would take a long time to develop and
unfold.
Next was Jacob and his experience on the path of favor: Genesis 28:10-15: Jacob, Abraham's
grandson, is on a journey looking for a wife and receives the same promise from God in a dream.
This must be important because God keeps repeating it over and over to each generation. This
gives us a sense of the magnitude of the promise. God was very precise in His protection of Jacob.
Next, God dealt with a chosen nation, born out of the posterity of that faithful family: Genesis
32:24-28: Jacob's name gets changed to Israel. His twelve sons became the twelve tribes of Israel.
Let's jump ahead to a preview of our second hour by looking at the desertion of homes and villages
by Palestinians at the time of the 1948 War and subsequent independence of Israel. Who chased
them out of their homes?
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French news article in the early 1950's, A Palestinian Myth, documentary by Pierre Rehov,
youtube.com
•

Many more people left because they were told that in a few days, or at worst, a couple of
weeks, they would return with the triumphant Arab armies to take their lands back and have more
than they ever had before.
A lot of Arabs left their homes because other Arabs told them to leave and promised them the
spoils of war. They didn't leave because they were forced out by their enemy, but rather, they left
in compliance with their ally.
Glubb Pacha British officer with Arab forces, as quoted from the book "A Soldier with the
Arabs," A Palestinian Myth, documentary by Pierre Rehov, youtube.com

•

The Arab governments were largely responsible for the ruin of the Palestinian Arabs by
exaggerating their hopes; it made them intransigent.
We want to examine the modern-day propaganda that influences our thinking.
What are the consequences of “favor?”
Favor carries GREAT Promise! Exodus 19:3-6: From the time Abraham left his land to the time
Israel is released from Egypt was about 430 years. Still God reiterated this promise of blessing.
Favor carries GREAT Responsibility! Deuteronomy 5:6-8: They were not to put anything in God's
place.
Favor carries GREAT Consequence! Deuteronomy 5:9-11: God's promises are not necessarily for
the moment, but for the long term.
Amos 3:1-2: (NASB) 1Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, against
the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt: 2You only have I chosen among all
the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.
Oftentimes we go through consequences without having learned the lesson, but a loving father will
continue to discipline his child for the value of learning.
Favor – God’s favor carries GREAT Compassion! Amos 9:14-15: There will be a time they will not
be routed out of their land again. So does Israel have the divine right to the land? God said so.
But as a practical matter, how should that happen? (We will discuss!)
AL URDUN Jordanian Weekly in April 1953, A Palestinian Myth, documentary by Pierre Rehov,
youtube.com

•

Our leaders are the responsible ones, spreading rumors of massacres and atrocities committed by
Jews. They distilled terror in our hearts until we ran, thus abandoning our homes to our enemies.
FALASTIN, a Palestinian publication in February 1950, A Palestinian Myth, documentary by
Pierre Rehov, youtube.com

•

The Arab states encourage the Palestinian Arabs to leave their homes temporarily to facilitate the
passage of the Arab invading armies.
Who was responsible for these people leaving their homes? The Arab government and armies,
expecting victory in war with its spoils.
In Romans 11, Jesus said "your house is left unto you desolate." Did that mean God was through
with Israel? No! Romans 11:1-2: (KJV) 1I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For
I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God hath not cast away
his people which he foreknew.
Ezekiel 43:7: And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles
of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name,
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shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by
the carcasses of their kings in their high places.
They had a period of disfavor, but it wasn't to last forever.
Genesis 17:6-8: (NASB) 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and
kings will come forth from you. 7I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your descendants after you. 8I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the
land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their
God.
We can see that the promise of God was significant from the very beginning over generations and
for the nation. There was favor and disfavor, but the promise always focused on that if they would
follow God, they will inherit the land and bless all the nations of the earth. The promise has yet to
be completely fulfilled. There is a length of time necessary for the promise to come true.
www.cfoic.com

Please refer to the Full Edition of CQRewind
for a detailed summary of Rick's interview with Sondra.
Sondra Oster Baras was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, in an
Orthodox Jewish home and moved to Israel in 1984. She lives in
Samaria as a "settler." She has been working as a spokesperson to the
Christian community worldwide.
Rick asks: What is CFOIC organizationally and what is its mission?
Sondra answers: Christian Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC Heartland) was established as a
small family project back in 1995 by a Christian family in Colorado in response to the Oslo Process
or the so called "Peace Process." Israel began negotiating with the PLO and agreed to give land,
which many Christians found disturbing...the organization provides a way for Christians to become
better informed about events in Israel...and the events in Judea-Samaria. We raise funds enabling
Christians to partner with Jews living in Judea-Samaria by not only verbally stating their support
but also financial support for the people living there.
Rick asks: What do you do with the funds? Do you build? Educate?
Sondra answers: We do everything. Some of the funds go to support our education - traveling to
speak, meeting tour groups in Israel to take them into Judea-Samaria, giving people an enriching
experience by meeting the people at the biblical sites. This is supported by donations only. Also,
we work directly with communities who submit requests for things ranging from emergency and
security needs, facilities for children and senior citizens, assistance for needy people, special
education programs, and humanitarian needs.
Rick asks: So you are focusing on the physical and practical protection and enhancement of life in
these "settlements." It helps people's lives to be enriched physically in those areas. How can
people get in touch with you?
Sondra answers: www.cfoic.com, sign up for our newsletter and contact us there. We can
directly answer questions.
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Peoples have always cohabitated in
the Holy Land. What will happen in
Israel is in God's plan, in God's time.
Christians must witness that scripture
never justifies oppression by
governments or violence by groups to
act on God's behalf. Violence is born
out of fear and fear of the other has
no place in the will of the Father
which is to trust in His love.
Joshua 8:35: Joshua had read aloud to the
Ancient guard tower in Tiberius

entire community, including the strangers
who had come to Israel.

...Violence is a terrible thing and has no place in a normal society. Unfortunately we are
surrounded by those who live by the sword. There were always Jews in the land of Israel, at its
lowest about 5,000. Jews began to come back to Israel in larger numbers, particularly in the 19th
century. The Arabs that were there saw the Jews as threatening and different, and they began the
violence. The Bible is clear that every human being has a duty to defend themselves and does not
advocate suicide...Israel defends itself...
A final thought: The Jewish people have always yearned to go back to the land and God has
enabled us to do that. One of the greatest miracles of all time was the establishment of the state
of Israel. We welcome Palestinians to live with us in peace, but we will not leave our land.
Remember, propaganda is not truth. Thank God for His plan!

So should Israel belong to the Palestinians?
For Jonathan and Rick (and Sondra!) and Christian Questions,
Think about it…!
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