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One Nation Under… Who?
Isaiah 33:22: (KJV) For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our
king; he will save us.
Today is a day unique in America, for history tells us that it was 234 years ago on this day that
a group of men gathered in Philadelphia and approved the final draft of a declaration that
would dramatically change their lives and eventually change the world. That Declaration of
Independence would mark America as a symbol of liberty and freedom across the globe to
which people from the farthest corners of the world would line up to be a part of. We want to
look at the value of freedom as well as the role that God has played in America.
Our only question for Consideration:
What role has God played in the American Story?
A selection of Pre-Declaration quotes from some of the founders:
Patrick Henry: May 1765 Speech to the House of Burgesses It cannot be emphasized too
clearly and too often that this nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on
religion, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this very reason, peoples of other faiths have
been afforded asylum, prosperity, and freedom of worship here.
James Madison: Letter by Madison to William Bradford, September 25, 1773 I have sometimes
thought there could not be a stronger testimony in favor of religion or against temporal
enjoyments, even the most rational and manly, than for men who occupy the most honorable
and gainful departments and (who) are rising in reputation and wealth, publicly to declare the
unsatisfactoriness (of temporal enjoyments) by becoming fervent advocates in the cause of
Christ; and I wish you may give in your evidence in this way.
Thomas Jefferson: November 29, 1775 Believe me, dear Sir: there is not in the British empire
a man who more cordially loves a union with Great Britain than I do. But, by the God that made
me, I will cease to exist before I yield to a connection on such terms as the British Parliament
proposes; and in this, I think I speak the sentiments of America.
John Hancock: "A Day of Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer, with a total abstinence from labor
and recreation. Proclamation on Apr 15, 1775" In circumstances as dark as these, it becomes
us, as Men and Christians, to reflect that whilst every prudent measure should be taken to ward
off the impending judgments, … at the same time all confidence must be withheld from the
means we use; and reposed only on that God rules in the armies of Heaven, and without His
whole blessing, the best human counsels are but foolishness… Resolved; … Thursday the 11th of
May… to humble themselves before God under the heavy judgments felt and feared, to confess
the sins that have deserved them, to implore the Forgiveness of all our transgressions, and a
spirit of repentance and reformation … and a Blessing on the … Union of the American Colonies
in Defense of their Rights (for which hitherto we desire to thank Almighty God)… That the
people of Great Britain and their rulers may have their eyes opened to discern the things that
shall make for the peace of the nation… for the redress of America’s many grievances, the
restoration of all her invaded liberties, and their security to the latest generations.
So, what are the operative words here? Faith and trust! With a foundation of TRUE FAITH, trust
abounds… 2 Samuel 22:1-7 Psalms 16:1-8 Proverbs 3:5-6: Our founding fathers were looking for
a sense of clarity as to how to develop a country that would reflect Godly principles.
1 Timothy 4:10: Once, not so many years ago, here in America, there existed a heartfelt trust –
a legitimate, sober life-directing trust in God. Over time that trust has lost its luster; it has
not only gone by the wayside, but in the eyes of many has become something that should not
only be ignored, but shunned, buried and even purged from memory.
Why? I don’t claim to know why – we can give you some observations:


God is forgotten due to a lack of perceived evidence; we readily see evil in the world.



God is forgotten and has been replaced by science; but God created science! We
replace the Creator with what he created.
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God is forgotten and has been replaced by philosophy; we've reasoned God right out of
our lives.



God is forgotten and has been replaced by ME. We are very dependent on things that
take up our thinking and care.

Why would we doubt God’s worthiness of trust? The four potential views of God related to our
world:
1. God is not worthy of our trust and doesn’t want our trust.
2. God is not worthy of our trust and but he does want our trust.
3. God is worthy of our trust and but doesn’t care to be trusted.
4. God is worthy of our trust and has proven his worthiness.
Isaiah 55:7-11: God is saying that what He says will happen. It is interesting that at the time
the Bible was written, the science of the water cycle was not understood. The information
came from God. God does know, God does care, and therefore God is worthy of our trust.
In early America, this trust in God was tangible. It could be felt, it could be seen, and it
therefore could be emulated. Their cause was that of freedom – freedom to live, worship and
thrive, without the heavy hand of tyranny beating them down.
New Testament words for freedom:
Strongs #1658 eleutheros (el-yoo'-ther-os); unrestrained (to go at pleasure), i.e. (as a citizen)
not a slave (whether freeborn or manumitted), or (genitive case) exempt
(from obligation or liability): KJV-free (man, woman), at liberty.
Strongs #1659 eleutheroo (el-yoo-ther-o'-o); to liberate, i.e. (figuratively) to exempt (from
moral, ceremonial or mortal liability): KJV-deliver, make free.
Strongs #1657 eleutheria (el-yoo-ther-ee'-ah); freedom (legitimate or licentious,
chiefly moral or ceremonial): KJV- liberty.
The first word for freedom carries a physical or civil sense of being free – not a slave, not
being held under. 1 Corinthian 12:13 Galatians 3:28
The second word for freedom carries a very full sense of being made free – not merely “not
a slave," but rather being liberated. Romans 8:2 Galatians 5:1
The third word for freedom carries the personal application of being liberated – the ability
to make personal decisions. Galatians 5:1 1 Peter 2:16
Observations:
A marked difference between the founding of the United States and Jesus and the Apostles'
teachings regarding freedom is this:


The founders were very focused on the first definition, as their objective was a society
that would be equitable and just.



Jesus and the Apostles were very focused on the second and third words in our list.
They were not nearly as concerned with physical freedom and the equity of society, as
they understood servitude, etc., to be a temporary condition, contrasted with the
deeper personal freedom to be gained in Christ on a spiritual level. Their primary
concern seemed to be grasping “freedom with responsibility.”

Even in a society where one can't be (socially) free, it doesn't mean one can't be free
spiritually.
Why in our society, when the forefathers were not interested in a church-state union, is God
mentioned over and over again? A church-state union by definition is where the government
kowtows to the church. The founders wanted a state that ran itself and allowed churches to
flourish. In allowing for freedom of religion, they looked to God as the source of their
freedom.
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To have an equitable and successful society:


There can never be freedom from consequence;



There can never be freedom from laws;



There can never be freedom from responsibility;



There can never be freedom without contribution.

This has changed dramatically. When we look at freedom in America, God is our source of our
ability to be free and supplies us the means to allow us to be free. Have we forgotten this?
"In God We Still Trust," sung by Diamond Rio
Chapel of the U.S. Capitol;
stained glass window of
George Washington
praying,

For some reason, our society seems to want to take God out of everything. By doing so, we
reduce our ability to have a high moral and ethical standard, and live righteously.
Does God intend this freedom for the human race? (We believe yes!)
Genesis 22:15-18: Have ALL nations of the earth been blessed? Has “the seed of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob” (the lineage to which this promise was restated) blessed everyone? No, which
means that is in the future, because God promised it.
The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776, and was read publicly four days
later in the Philadelphia State House Yard. After its reading, the Liberty Bell rang out,
announcing America’s freedom.
IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776, The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of
America When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed…
...We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States,
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved;
and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent
States may of right do. — And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and
our sacred Honor.
What kind of Declaration of freedom did Jesus come to deliver?
John 8:23-37: Jesus said to believe in him in order to have a spiritual freedom that is deeper
and more abiding. To make such a declaration as this requires the deepest dedication to its
fulfillment.

National Archives:
The Ten Commandments in
the floor,

Was Jesus willing to live what he said? Isaiah 53:3-12: Back to the founders – now looking at
them after the Declaration:
George Washington: May 2, 1778, at Valley Forge To the distinguished character of patriot, it
should be our highest glory to add the more distinguished character of Christian."
James Madison: At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, www.eadshome.com James Madison
proposed the plan to divide the central government into three branches. He discovered this
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model of government from the Perfect Governor, as he read Isaiah 33:22: For the LORD is our
judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; He will save us.
This is the model our government was built upon!
Benjamin Franklin: Constitutional Convention of 1787 original manuscript of this speech
God governs in the affairs of man. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his
notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? We have been assured in the
Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. I firmly
believe this. I also believe that, without His concurring aid, we shall succeed in this political
building no better than the builders of Babel.
Alexander Hamilton: 1787 after the Constitutional Convention "For my own part, I sincerely
esteem it (the Constitution) a system which without the finger of God, never could have been
suggested and agreed upon by such a diversity of interests."
Micah 6:6-8

Moses on the rear facade
of the Supreme Court.

George Washington – the day of his swearing in as America’s first President:
www.eadshome.com "No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand
which conducts the affairs of men more than the people of the United States. Every step by
which we have advanced to the character of an independent nation seems to have been
distinguished by some token of providential agency." During his inauguration, Washington took
the oath as prescribed by the Constitution but added several religious components to that
official ceremony. Before taking his oath of office, he summoned a Bible on which to take the
oath, added the words “So help me God!” to the end of the oath, then leaned over and kissed
the Bible.
George Washington – His farewell address in 1796: Of all the dispositions and habits which
lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensible supports… And let us with
caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion… Reason and
experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail to the exclusion of
religious principle.
Mark 12:28-34
Freedom must always be fought for: Ephesians 6:10-13
Thank God that His son Jesus lived and died as a Declaration of Freedom to all men!
Acts 3:19-21 Daniel 7:13-14 Isaiah 2:2

Moses with the Ten
Commandments inside
the Supreme Court's
courtroom.

"Our King is Marching On," as sung by SheDaisy
We as Christians look at the Godly principles this nation was founded upon and try to live our
Christian lives living those principles.
So it's one nation under...who?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions,
Think about it… !

Christian Questions ©2010 all rights reserved

4

