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Does God’s Word Ever Fail?
Habakkuk 2:3: (NASB) For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the
goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; For it will certainly come, it will not
delay.
So yesterday, May 21st, was a much anticipated day for many, and I would guess a day of great
disappointment and even bewilderment for those same people. What might they be thinking
now? Did God not deliver what His word promised? What are the rest of us thinking? Were these
people foolish in their commitment or were they misled by what appeared to them to be
undeniable scriptural logic and harmony? Harold Camping’s prophecy failed utterly. Does this
mean that God’s word failed along with it? Stay with us as we examine the short term aftermath
of expectations gone bad in light of God’s plan.
So, what happened?
There was no worldwide earthquake, there were no tsunamis, there was no rapture of 200
million people, nor did millions die as a result of catastrophe and judgment. Yesterday was just
a day like most others, except for those who staked their futures on it marking the beginning of
the end of the world - they had some things to think about. Isaiah 55:7-9
May 21 Judgment Day Commercial Part 1, Familyradio.com
•

God has commanded us to warn them that the sword is coming.
Isaiah 55:10-11: When God makes a statement, He means it. So what is He really saying?
This next verse is in a context of condemning those who make and
worship idols: Isaiah 46:8-10
If God says that His word always accomplishes what it is sent for, then what can we conclude
about May 21st? Possible conclusions:

•

It was a lie.

•

It was a scheme to scam people.

•

It was the result of an overzealous mind fixed on wanting to know something specific.

•

It was a false prophecy.
What should our reaction be to the non-event of May 21, 2011?
The Old Testament gave us principles for knowing what to look for: Deuteronomy 18:20: This
was spoken to the Jewish Nation, under the letter of the Law. We at this time learn from the
principles, but Jesus himself told us that the standards were spiritual ones. Since we are under
the New Testament calling to be a spiritual people of God, we are not to take the punishments of
the physical nation unto ourselves.
Deuteronomy 18:21-22: If the prophecy doesn't come true, then it wasn't from God. Of course it
may not happen:

•

in the way we expect,

•

in the timing we expect, or

•

to the people we expect...but it is still going to happen!
Matthew 7:15-20: Because we can't read the heart, we can only assume that Mr. Camping was
sincere but incorrect. However, many people were mislead and it may have caused damage.
Judgment day on a rolling 24, Family Radio Open Forum May 16, 2011

•

The earthquake was to begin in New Zealand, 6pm their time and proceed around the world.
What is the difference between speaking as a prophet and speaking as a student of prophecy?

•

A prophet claims to be repeating what God has spoken to him;

•

A student repeats understanding and connection based on Scripture study.

•

A prophet is precise and decisive as they claim a link directly to God;
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•

A student points to prophecy and attempts to place it in its proper chronological context.

•

A prophet leaves no room for doubt;

•

A student sees things through the eyes of their best interpretation.
2 Peter 2:1-3: End time prophecies are difficult to understand and in most cases may be
impossible to do ahead of time. God's delay is not His denial.
How do we gain perspective on God’s word, will and timing?
1. REQUEST: We must request if there is something we cannot see, do or grasp:
Ask the hard and detailed questions to gain clarity in the grasping of the vision. Habakkuk’s first
question is basically, "God, where have you been?" Habakkuk is positioned to watch and see.
Habakkuk 1:2-4
God’s answer to the first question was destruction – a prophecy of the great Time of Trouble:
Habakkuk 1:5-11: The answer to this first question is a recounting of the permission of evil. This
is a phenomena that is among the most difficult to grasp for the average person.
Habakkuk isn't satisfied with this first answer, so he asks another question. It is a challenge
of sorts to the first answer: Habakkuk 1:12-13: Habakkuk basically asks, "Aren’t you the Creator
of all – are you not bigger than this evil? Why is this allowed?" This is a very important question,
one that we all ask. Why do bad things happen to good people?
Sometimes, as we look to grasp understanding, we fall into only seeing the immediate turmoil
and not the grander vision. The immediate turmoil is never the end result. It is a part of a
process. In such cases, we are like a car driving through thick fog. You can have the best,
fastest, shiniest, most powerful vehicle on the road, but you still must drive slowly. You are no
different than the car next to you. Sometimes the world in which we live is like that fog and we
have to proceed slowly, looking for the word of God.
May 21 God gives another infallible proof, FamilyRadio.com

Infallible proof???

Romans 12:3: We ought not to think more highly of ourselves than we should. We need to be
able to look at the Scriptures in the context in which they belong. Our failure can come when we
see God's word as being done to us, rather than in us.
2. RESET: Reposition yourself to alertly receive God's answer –
change your focus.
Habakkuk 2:1: Habakkuk is now repositioned to stand, to watch and to receive, looking for his
instruction. His prayer, while full of question, was full of faith and humility as well. He did all
he could to clearly receive the answer, for he not only expected the answer, he expected to
grasp it and to be able to use it to answer the unbelievers. This change of posture is not
necessarily easy and in most cases it is most certainly not comfortable.
May 21 Judgment Day Commercial Part 2, Familyradio.com Mr. Camping asserts that there
were exactly 722,500 days from the crucifixion of Jesus to May 21st, 2011. He uses a
mathematical equation to equal this number as a second “infallible” proof of his prediction of
the rapture and Judgment Day.
May 21 Another infallible proof – Conclusion, Family Radio.com
•

Each saved person goes to heaven because his salvation is completed.

•

05 – Signifies Atonement and Redemption (Numbers 3:47-48)

•

10 – Signifies Completeness

•

17 – Signifies Heaven

•

Now, multiply 5x10x17=850. Now multiply 850x5x10x17=722,500

•

The doubling of these numbers 5, 10 and 17 as in “a day as a thousand years” assures us that the
May 21 date is absolutely certain.
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The Scriptures are full of numbers and full of prophecies.
formulas is fallible thinking, certainly not infallible.

Us trying to apply mathematical

What a contrast between the attitude of Habakkuk and the no longer “infallible” reasoning for
May 21st! Matthew 24:23-24
Has God’s word found or failed Israel?
Thus far we have learned from Habakkuk two steps to look into God’s plans and prophecies:
Request and Reset. The third step from this Prophet’s experience is to Receive – to listen and
wait for God’s overruling.
For us as Students of Prophecy, it is impossible to look at
Bible prophecy without looking long and hard at Israel, as
it is the focus of a myriad of prophecies. Yet there are
many different perspectives on the role Israel will or will
not play in the outworking of God’s plan.
Guest Caller: David Stein
Jerusalem must not be divided - Obama on
June 4, 2008, to the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee
•

Israel's security is non-negotiable.

•

The Palestinians need a state that is contiguous and
cohesive. Any agreement must preserve Israel's identify
as a Jewish state with secure, recognized and defensible
borders.

•

Jerusalem will remain the capital of Israel and it must
remain undivided!
1967 borders for Israel, Obama on May 19, 2011

•

Negotiations should result in two states with permanent
Palestinians borders with Israel, Jordan and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with
Palestine.

•

The borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on pre-1967 lines with mutually agreed
swaps so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. (Note: Pre-1967
borders would mean a divided Jerusalem with many of the holy sites under Palestinian control.)
We don't want to become too political in our view of these things because we want to take the
scriptural view. In 1 Timothy 2:1,2 we are told to pray for those in authority so that we can lead
a peaceful life. However, Obama's statements are in opposition to God's plan for Israel.
Genesis 15:18: The land promised was much larger than what Israel has today, so for an
international leader to say that we need to take land away and give it to sworn enemies of Israel
is clearly taking a position contrary to what God planned. Although we recommend reading the
entire Zachariah 2, we will quote a few verses: Zachariah 2:8-9: This is a warning to leave God's
chosen ones alone. If one is in opposition to God respecting them, there are consequences.
Zachariah 2:13: We must diligently and sincerely try to establish the prophecies, especially as
they relate to Israel.
Back to the lessons of Habakkuk to help us reset our expectations:
3. RECEIVE: listen and wait –
action and change will likely be required.
God instructs, encourages and judges as he prepares Habakkuk to see
the vision: Habakkuk 2:2-4: This text gives us six important points to being able to see the
SUCCESS of God’s Word that is in the process of unfolding:
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If we have REQUESTED in humility and RESET in faith,
then we can RECEIVE in confidence.
Proverbs 3:26: Where was Habakkuk when he received? He was standing, watching, stationed
upon a bulwark - a defensive wall. This posture enabled him to receive the vision – the correct
vision and only the correct vision in its clarity. He did not add to the words of God.
Nonbelievers in the rapture doomed - May 16, Family Radio Open Forum
•

Those who think Christ is coming as a thief in the night and that we cannot know the date are
heading for sudden destruction.
That's disturbing! Camping is quoting these verses: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4: So every Christian
who did not believe in his reasoning for the May 21st date was condemned. That's bold! This is a
warning to all of us. Let us be sure that we approach prophecy as students and not authorities.
Suggestion: Read Mark 13, the entire chapter.
What other examples are there of God seeming to delay?
Some of God’s apparent delays: Genesis 12:1-3: What a great promise, but he had no children!
Abram was about 75 years old at the time. ...But 25 years later: Genesis 17:17: Sometimes faith
can waiver, but God is faithful. Genesis 21:5: When God gives a promise, it is always in God's
time, but it does come true.
Acts 1:6-8: A pointed question which shows an EXPECTATION of God’s rule being restored to the
physical nation of Israel. (This is just before Jesus ascends to heaven.) Jesus doesn’t answer
directly, but he does confirm God’s rule coming back to Israel by not changing their expectation.
He also gives them their new “assignment” to be his witnesses. Refocus and let God take care of
the times and seasons. This was spoken 2,000 years ago that Israel would be restored.
Micah 4:1-4: Don't forget the rest of the prophecies that speak of after the days of tribulation,
after the trouble, death and destruction.
The end result? GOD NEVER DELAYS – He accomplishes exactly that which he wants exactly when
He wants for the good of ALL!

So, does God's word ever fail? (no!)
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it…!
Christian Questions ©2011 all rights reserved

4

