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How is Christian Love Different?
1 John 3:14: (NASB) We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love
the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.
Love is a big deal. Whether it is the love of a family member or friend, the love of a hobby or
team, the love of a favorite place or food, the love of certain music or colors, the love of art or
science, love truly encapsulates the most vital portions of the best parts of our lives. As a
Christian, we often talk about a higher love – what we call Christian love. Well, what is Christian
love? Is it different? Is it higher? Can it change the world around us? Stay with us as we dig into
the very fabric of what we as Christians are called to stand for!
What is the highest form of love?
Love: Strongs #25 agapao (ag-ap-ah'-o); to love (in a social or moral sense)
Love: Strongs #26 agape (ag-ah'-pay); love, i.e. affection or benevolence

Agape - Defined, MenOfTheInfinite, www.youtube.com
•

Agape is different because it is not directed towards any particular thing. It is not experienced
as joy as all other loves are, because it comes out of joy... Agape is really an understanding of
all things and is hence identical to wisdom and compassion. It is not a desire or a need or a
feeling towards one particular thing or concept. It is equal towards literally all things. It does
not perceive more beauty in one place than any other.
So far we seem to be taking a very deep philosophical view of love – not at all what you might
expect! It almost sounds like this “love” that we are describing is in some ways distant and
unattached. So, can we say that there is any emotion involved in its expression?
John 15:11-17: So, here is the example – love as Jesus loves us – and how does he do that? For
starters, he died for us!
Observations:
•
•
•
•
•

Love for one another is commanded by Jesus.
Jesus is THE model of how to express this love.
We become Jesus’ friends when we fulfill this command – this shows no partiality.
We were chosen to walk this road.
We are given a connection to the Father if we fulfill Jesus’ command to love.

Showing love is like breathing, John Piper, desiringGod.org
•

If you were loved by God this way, you “ought” to love this way. He means you ought to do this
like a fish "ought" to swim in water. You ought to do this the way birds “ought” to fly in the air.
You ought to do this the way living beings should breathe, the way peaches are to be sweet, the
way lemons are to be sour, the way hyenas ought to laugh!
This should come out of the very core of your being. It is not something that is put on, but it has
to come from the inside out. That is a task because if you don't know what it is, how can you
express it the way Jesus did? Jesus expects us to have this love.
Romans 12:10: (NKJV) Be kindly affectionate <5387> to one another with brotherly love
<5360>, in honor giving preference to one another;
Is this text talking about the same thing or something different?
If Christian love is love’s highest form, what is love’s most basic love?
FFiirrsstt LLeevveell: #5362 philandros, #5387 philostorgos, #5388 philoteknos: The affection between
spouses, parents to children and children to parents. Though these expressions are more
intimate than the second, they are based on that same fraternal approach. This level is the most
basic and instinctive.
Titus 2:3-5: (NKJV) “3the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not
slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things— 4that they admonish the young
women to love <5362> their husbands, to love <5388> their children, 5to be discreet, chaste,
homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be
blasphemed.”
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Romans 12:10: (NKJV) “Be kindly affectionate <5387> to one another with brotherly love
<5360>, in honor giving preference to one another;”
You should be loving fellow Christians as you love your own natural relatives. There is a natural
basis for a connection already in existence. So, is this a bad thing? Of course not, it's sacred!
This was built into our fabric when we were created.
Matthew 19:3-6: This most basic love - that love between spouses and families - is sacred in the
eyes of God – we were made as humans to exemplify this love! It should maintain its sacredness
throughout our whole lives. We can use this type of love as a stepping stone to get to the Agape
love for which we are striving.
The next clip describes a fatal error to this sacred binding power of love:
Narcissism defined, BeyondToday.TV
•

In ancient Greek mythology, there is a tale of a handsome young man named Narcissist. He was
so consumed by his own desires, he was not able to love others. One day Narcissist sees his own
reflection in a pool of water and falls hopelessly and madly in love with himself! Of course
every time he tried to touch the watery image, it dissolved. He eventually dies of a broken
heart. This disfunctional view of life has become common in our society. The narcissistic belief
says to be happy, all you need to do is act sexy, demand rights and privileges and party, party,
party!
This "All About Me" idea sounds like a familiar story from the Bible: Isaiah 14:12-14: It was all
about "I" instead of God the Almighty. Satan as the "father of lies" began the lie of allowing a
swelled ego to influence and then manipulate one’s life and then believing that the results are
good.
Love Your Neighbor, I felt uncared for, www.youtube.com

•

(When Steve was homeless) I felt that no one cared about my situation and I got to a certain
point in my life where I didn't have a lot of care for myself either. When you lose hope that
things can't possibly turn around and get better, it's a scary place to be. You lose your sense of
self, your sense of self worth. The fact that people wanted to honestly help me with nothing in
return impressed me. I remember saying to myself that if I was ever in a position to do the
same, I would be more than glad to.
1 Peter 3:8: (NKJV) Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love
as brothers <5361>, be tenderhearted, be courteous...
What’s this...another kind of love?
So is brotherly love different from Christian love?
SSeeccoonndd lleevveell: #5360 philadelphia, #5361 philadelphos: Brotherly love – fraternal affection,
fondness. After familial love, this is the most common expression of love among mankind.
Families have it, teams have it, those who serve in the military have it, even gangs have it. It is
common to all, for it is a form of give and take, protect and be protected. It is expressed in the
“I’ve got your back” sense of loyalty. There is a connection from a common goal or activity.
Hebrews 13:1–2: (NKJV) 1Let brotherly love <5360> continue. 2Do not forget to entertain
strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.
1 Peter 3:8-9: (NKJV) 8Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another;
love as brothers <5361>, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9not returning evil for evil or
reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you
may inherit a blessing.
True Christian love is pro-active, enduring, and serving. #25 agapao, #26 agape: This is a level
of selflessness and benevolence that surpasses brotherly love as it encompasses a level of giving
that has no thought of reciprocation. It is only concerned with the well-being of those to which
it is given. This is the level to which we are commanded to aspire.
Results of Narcissism, BeyondToday.TV

•

Results of this selfish approach to life are: broken relationships, lack of civility, callousness
towards others and emotional trauma. When you’re tired of the emptiness of selfishness, it’s
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time to return to your Creator and Jesus' instruction to love God with all your heart, mind and
soul and to love your neighbor as yourself.
Notice how ffaam
miillyy lloovvee is admonished by the Apostles but not commanded by Jesus.
Notice how bbrrootthheerrllyy lloovvee is admonished by the Apostles but not commanded by Jesus.
So, how do we live this? Hint: We apply that which is already wired into the human heart as a
foundation! The first two levels must be in place to properly execute the practice of Christian
love.
FFiirrsstt LLeevveell Titus 2:4: (NKJV) that they admonish the young women to love <5362> their
husbands, to love <5388> their children.
Romans 12:10: (NKJV) Be kindly affectionate <5387> to one another with brotherly love
<5360>, in honor giving preference to one another;
SSeeccoonndd LLeevveell Hebrews 13:1: (NKJV) Let brotherly love <5360> continue.
1 Peter 3:8: (NKJV) Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love
as brothers <5361>, be tenderhearted, be courteous;
Is this highest form of love the property of Christianity only?
The Narcissist - Relationships are hard, BeyondToday.TV
•

Relationships are difficult, maybe moreso for someone like me than your Average Joe, your
common man. I won't lie, beautiful women want me. They do desire me. There is a sense of
pride and privilege that these women get in my presence – why should I deny them that?
There is another kind of love mentioned in the New Testament:
TThhiirrdd LLeevveell: #5363 philanthropia (fil-an-thro-pee'-ah); fondness of mankind, i.e. benevolence
("philanthropy"). This level moves out of the relationships which are natural or forged by common
ground and into relationships of no previous commonality, love being generously expressed
without previous ties or obligation from the one who expresses it. This third level is where we
find the basis of "philanthropy"; this word is only used twice in the Bible.
An example of this love for mankind in action: Acts 28:1-2
An example of God having this love for mankind – so it must be good: Titus 3:3-6: Here’s a
question: If God himself has this kind of love, then why are Christians never admonished to
develop it anywhere in the New Testament?
FFoouurrtthh LLeevveell: 25 agapao, 26 agape: This is a level of selflessness and benevolence that
surpasses philanthropy as it encompasses a level of giving that has no thought or need of
reciprocation. Philanthropy is generally accompanied by some manner of public recognition, but
this fourth level has no concern for such things – it is only concerned with the well-being of those
to which it is giving.
The concept of selfless love is not the sole property of Christianity. The history of our world is
filled with those who lived lives in selfless giving, yet were not Christian.
So, how do we get Christian love to actually be expressed through us?
1 John 3:1-3: Acknowledge the great love of God that we are called his children and not just
servants. This position separates us from the world. This position is a purifying process.
The Narcissist - Women like beauty, BeyondToday.TV

•

There is also an insecurity that I get from them. Women like beauty. They respect it, but they
don’t want to compete with it. Unfortunately, that’s going to be a factor for any woman who
will be with me!
1 John 3:11-18: Our command to love one another is based on the purified position given, not on
evil as with Cain and his brother. Jealousy undermines our ability to fully love. Passage to life is
dependent on loving the brotherhood – it will be surrounded by controversy. It's not easy but it is
commanded of us. We have an unmistakable model for this love as well as an unmistakable
consequence for not living this Christian love. Our love must be expressed by action – that’s
what Jesus did!
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Other examples of the practical application of this love: Love what is right: Hebrews 1:9
Is there a difference between Christian love and this highest form of love anywhere else?
Christian love says to love those around you after the example of God and Jesus, “stepping up"
that which is natural to the higher level. Start with what you know and build upon it with the
grace of God. Ephesians 5:25 1 Thessalonians 4:9 John 15:9Jesus was forsaken by all his
friends right after he said this: John 15:12
Christian love says the implementation of this love is a catalyst for our actions and not a
result of our actions: Galatians 6:9-10: To live such a life, we must always be looking for
opportunities. Though it may be draining and at times discouraging, these are not reasons to
quit.
Christian love says this love is to be intense and filled with pure intention: 1 Peter 1:22: (ASV)
22
Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned <505> love
of the brethren <5360>, love <25> one another from the heart fervently <1619>:
Unfeigned: Strongs #505 without dissimulation, without hypocrisy, undisguised, sincere
Fervently: Strongs #1619 earnestly, fervently, intensely

We want to try to step out of our own little world into a larger world where giving without hope
of getting back is prominent, because that's what Jesus did.
Christian love says: (Agape) Love your enemies! (It's hard enough to love the people we
like!) Matthew 5:43-46: Clearly we need this command because this is not natural to our nature.
This really puts it in perspective. Anybody can love those who love us.
Christian love looks at love from a whole different standpoint...to be Christ-like. We want to be
able to love without worrying about getting anything back. We want to apply this right now to
the rest of our lives!

Four Main Levels of Love

1 Peter 1:22
John 15:11-17
Acts 28:1,2
Titus 3:3-6

Hebrews 13:1,2
1 Peter 3:8,9
Titus 2:3-5
Romans 12:10
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How is Christian love different?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it…!
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