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“Are Angels Our Friends?" #698 - February 26, 2012

Are Angels Our Friends?
Psalms 34:7: (NASB) The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues
them.
Several weeks ago we talked about demons and their influence in our world. We looked at how
devious they can be as satanic influence infiltrates our media and our lives. Well, what about
angels? Where do they fit in this present age? Are there really guardian angels to watch over us?
Can or should we try and communicate with angels? Are angels ever at our disposal to help us
make decisions and do they sometimes literally talk us through our most traumatic experiences?
Stay with us as we look into the Godly world of angels and what the Bible says their role is in our
lives.
Angel: Strongs #4397 Kalm mal'ak mal-awk' from an unused root meaning to dispatch as a deputy;
Intro, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

For some at the brink of life and death, there are mysterious beings who intervene and help them in the fight for their
lives. Some call them "guardian angels." Others say it is just a hallucination of a delirious mind.

First use of “angel” in the Bible: Genesis 16:6-11
Sam’s Intro, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

Ron Defrancesco, the last person to escape the South Tower of the World Trade Center on 9/11 and survive: "It was
great working in the financial center of the world and to work in the tallest buildings, it was phenomenal, it was a rush
running into the offices and taking the elevator to the 84th floor with 300 people in the trading room...

This was exactly the floor that was hit directly by the plane. We'll revisit this story in a little bit.
There are several Old Testament descriptions of spiritual beings, not just angels. Here are few:
Cherubim: Strongs #3742, an angelic being, as guardians of Eden, as flanking God's throne, as an image
form hovering over the Ark of the Covenant

Cherubims were the first reference to any spiritual being other than God and Satan: Genesis
3:24: So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims
<3742>, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
The first and only use of “seraphim” as a spiritual being: Isaiah 6:6-8: (NASB) 6Then one of the
seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with
tongs. 7He touched my mouth with it and said, Behold, this has touched your lips; and your
iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven. 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us? Then I said, Here am I. Send me!
Seraphim: Strongs #8314 saraph (saw-rawf'); (Literally, to be set on fire); burning, i.e. (figuratively)
poisonous (serpent); specifically, a saraph or symbolical creature (from their copper color):

The first use of “sons of God” as a description for spiritual beings: Why “sons of God” and not
“angels”? They were not messengers of God, but were spirit beings. "Angel" really is a job
description rather than a "being" description.
Sam’s Narrow Escape, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

About ten minutes after a plane smashes through the North Tower, Defrancesco, still at his desk in the South Tower,
gets a phone call from a friend to get out now. And he did, just seconds before the second plane destroys his trading
room on the 84th floor. Now with a group of survivors, they all start going down a dark emergency stairwell. "But the
fire was rising so we turned around and had to start climbing back up."

Only other Old Testament uses of “sons of God” and "morning star" describing spiritual
beings: Job 1:6-8: We've learned that an angel is a spiritual being on a specific mission. But here
we have "sons of God" and Satan was with them. It didn't say Satan was one of these sons of God.
It probably means that these sons of God were all good angels as we would call them. But it's an
indication that every spiritual being created by God isn't necessarily called an "angel."
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Angels want your acknowledgment, angeltouchcyprus.com
•

Write a letter. Just sit quietly and ask your guardian angel to come to you. They could show you their name.
For example, you could flip through a magazine and notice the same name over and over again. You may just
hear the name in your head or just "know" the name. Try it. It is such an amazing experience to know your
guardian angel. They have been wanting you to acknowledge them since your birth because they were assigned to
you at birth by the Creator.

Job 38:4-7: Spirit beings here are called "morning stars," and "sons of God."
Satan was at one point a spiritual being of high honor: Isaiah 14:12-14
Observations - spiritual beings are referred to as:
Cherubim

Sons of God

Angels (as messengers)

Seraphim

Morning stars

It sounds like there is a hierarchy in heaven. These designations may well have something to do
with their loftiness in the heavens, as well as their assignments regarding the human race.
“Angels” as messengers: Revelation 2:1: The angel to the church of Ephesus (and the angels to
other six churches in Revelation) was what kind of messenger? We believe they were actually
human beings. They were messengers to guide the true church to a very specific conclusion.
People can be said to be "angels" if they are delivering a message. God’s spiritual beings
ministered: Hebrews 1:13-14: They are supposed to minister, be a caring influence in our lives;
but they are not to sit in a high and lofty position like God would. This is what Satan tried to do.
Here is a good example of that ministering: Matthew 4:11: This is after Jesus was tempted by
Satan in the wilderness. The ministering angels were sent by God to help Jesus.
Stairwell people going to sleep, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

We realized that once you go into a stairwell, for security, the doors lock. By the 91st floor, some of us turned around
and headed back down. People were lying down. (Narrator) Many in the stairwell began to lose hope and oxygen. The
floors were wet and cold but people were basically going to sleep.

God’s spiritual beings, serving in the capacity of angels, foretold miraculous events: Luke
1:18-19: God’s spiritual beings, serving in the capacity of angels, announce/deliver God’s
messages: Luke 2:8-12
Hardwired to Survive, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

(Narrator) When the human body is faced with a survival situation, it has an incredibly powerful yet subtle way to try to
deal with it. It's not a brain breakdown and it's not supernatural. It's a survival adaptation the brain has developed in
extreme situations to try to keep you alive. We are hard-wired to survive and this is just one of a number of mechanisms
we can call upon to aid our survival. "The stranger had joined our group..." "There was a presence that came to me that
day..." "I saw a person in the boat that was so real..."

The scientific suggestion here is that within the mind there is an ability to fabricate a being to
help you. It's not angelic, it is physiological.
God’s spiritual beings serving in the capacity of angels, gave direction: Acts 8:26-29
God’s spiritual beings, serving in the capacity of angels, reported to God: Matthew 18:10
Guiding Voice heard, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

I don't know who it was, but someone called me and told me to get up! It was a male voice and it was like there was
someone helping me and guiding me, like “this is the way.” (Narrator) The voice is so powerful that it urges him to get
up and force his way down through the fire-filled stairs. I don't want to sound kooky, but the presence brought me
through the flames.

Was that a guardian angel or the power of his own mind?
Who do angels watch over? God’s chosen: Psalms 91:11-13: Hmmmm...but Jesus had angels
ministering to him but yet he got hurt. So what is this protection afforded to us? Would a
guardian angel protect us from harm or not?
Our Theme Text: Psalms 34:7: (NASB) The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
(reverence) Him, and rescues them.
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Hebrews 1:13-14: We see that guardian angels protect those that have a relationship with the
Heavenly Father. They interact with those who have reverence for God. Do people without a
Godly perspective in their lives have guardian angels? Matthew 18:1-3,10
Out and then knocked out, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

(Narrator) 56 minutes have now past since the plane hit the South Tower. Ron and his colleague make it out of the
building. We heard this loud roar and looked to the right and saw a huge fireball coming to us…it knocked me down. I
woke up 3 days later in the hospital. (Note, the colleague ended up dying in the hospital.) (Narrator) Ron Defrancesco is
one of hundreds of people who made split second decisions that determined their fate that day. But in that critical
moment, he also received help from a seemingly external force, and he is not alone.

The context of this next text was when the city was besieged by Sennacherib: Isaiah 30:1821: (NASB) 18Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to
have compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long
for Him. 19O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will weep no longer. He will surely be
gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. 20Although the
Lord has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer
hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher. 21Your ears will hear a word behind
you, This is the way, walk in it, whenever you turn to the right or to the left. So what is this
voice? Is it just a coincidence that sometimes people hear a “voice” to guide them when in dire
straits? Is this a guardian angel? How does this work? Can we tap into it whenever we want?
Angels do God's will on our behalf.
Should we rely on angels for just anything?
Melissa and her angel guides go shopping, AngelsGuideMelissa, youtube
•

After work I was running and doing some errands in Target getting mundane stuff - sponges, kitty litter - with no
intention of clothes shopping when I get, “go down that aisle," " go this way,” and all of a sudden I'm in the clothes
aisle. “Look at the sale rack. Not that sale rack, the other section." Sure enough, I've been looking for short-sleeved
shirts and I find two of them at $2.48 each! I love bargains, so I snatched them up. Not a big deal, but "Go get 'em!" I
could hear the voice very clearly.

Are angels working in this world to provide shopping tips? We think that is a misled perception
when compared to the specific role they played in the Bible.
Let's establish some "angel ground rules" now: Good angels always carry out the will of God
without changing it: Galatians 1:8 2 Corinthians 11:13-14: There are bad spiritual things going
on around us all the time. Good angels are NEVER at the call or service of men! Never? Even
Jesus didn't have that ability: Matthew 4:5-7 Now combine the above scripture with this:
Matthew 26:53: Jesus could not command the angels himself! He had to pray to the Father! GOD
has to release the angels to do what they will do - no one else. Who are we to think they are at
our beck and call?! When we bring the mighty power of spiritual beings into the mundane of life,
we are completely missing the point of the purpose of those powers. Now if this is the case,
what about the voices, directions, etc., that people receive in times of stress?
Stress elevates survival in the brain, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

(Narrator) It is believed that during times of extreme trauma, the right brain hemisphere intrudes on the left which
controls the sense of self along with logical thinking and creates a non-existent entity. …This ancient ability in our
brains resurfaces only under extreme stress and conditions. Our physiology elevates the activity of the right hemisphere
that pushes it to the threshold and allow us to be aware…

This explanation, if true, certainly makes us in awe at how wonderfully we are made.
Does our spirituality do the same – does it allow us to be aware of the dangers we face? Satan’s
current position and strategy: 2 Corinthians 4:4 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 Isaiah 30:21
A thought: The survival mechanism that God has instilled in the human brain would be able to
take the spiritual guidance from past experience and from the Word of God and present it in a
way that appears outside of ourselves and objective enough that a person would be able to listen
and act. Our understanding of this Isaiah text is that the voice behind us is the time-tested Word
of God, the voice of God that comes through the apostles and prophets of the past. Perhaps that
is one of the ways God works with us and can help us go through tragedy and difficulty, seeing
His will and not our own.
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How should we treat angels? Do we pray to them? NO!! Matthew 6:6:There are no Scriptures
that instruct us or authorize us to pray to anyone but the Heavenly Father. We are not to pray to
angels or saints, just God through Jesus. Angels do not look for our acknowledgment. Do we ask
them for help or favors?? No!!! John 14:12-14: They are not at our beck and call, they are at
the command of the Heavenly Father on our behalf. Why should we minimize that by getting in
the way? The Scriptures do not in any way prescribe "fellowship" with angels. Matthew 18:1-3,10:
Spiritual or biochemical - it worked, The Angel Effect , NatGeoTV
•

(Narrator describing a scuba diver) She has been saved by a presence she was sure was her dead husband. Whether it
was spiritual or whether it was bio-chemical, what happened caused me to calm down enough to focus again and be able
to have the opportunity to find my way out.

In Scripture, angelic intervention is very specific, very dynamic and very brief. When did angelic
intervention occur?
•

At key points when God's plan would be impossible to understand; (Abraham, Mary,
Zacharias)

•

At key points when God's plan required specific prophecies to be written; (Daniel,
Zechariah)

•

At key points when God's human messengers needed extra assistance; (Elijah, Hagar,
Gideon)

•

At key points when God's plan was in danger of being thwarted; (Apostles in prison)

•

At key points when God's plan was to be expanded. (Peter and Cornelius)

Summing up the science, Explorer, The Angel Effect, NatGeoTV
•

(Under extreme circumstances where oxygen to the brain is fleeting and life is waning) When the temporal lobe shuts
down, the nerve cells there tend to want to fire anyway. So they start to fire randomly. So now Ron is also getting
impulses from his temporal lobe. He is getting sights and sounds that are forming images. His brain has to make sense
of this - Ron wants to survive - he has to make sense of all the input he is getting at the same time. The only way to do
that is to incorporate the two phenomenon. He puts them together and projects a phantom image. He uses that image
to maintain his composure, make smart decisions and that image leads him out of danger and keeps him alive.

Angels are very powerful and report only to God. They do protect us and that should give us
great comfort. But our trials and difficulties are being allowed by God to happen for our best
welfare.
God’s angels do protect, do watch, do hold us up and Do encamp round about us – but it is all
at the beck and call of God – His will and His direction and not our own: Psalms 91:11-13
Psalms 34:7: (NASB) The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues
them.
By God’s grace we do have unseen spiritual protection, for our battle is on a level higher than
ourselves. Our job is to interact with God, through Jesus, by prayer. Angels are merely
messengers God sends to make sure we are protected.
Ephesians 6:12: (KJV) For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places.

Are angels our friends?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it…!
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