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“Does it Have to be ’Til Death Do Us Part?’” #594 – February 14, 2010

Does it Have to be ’Til Death do us Part?
Ecclesiastes 4:12: (NKJV) “Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold
cord is not quickly broken.”
Red is the color of passion. If you happened to have gone into a supermarket or department store over the last few
weeks, you probably would have come across an aisle somewhere in the store that featured that color of passion, for
everyone has been preparing for this day, this special day to celebrate the passions of the heart. Today is Valentine’s
Day, the day that for centuries has reflected love and relationships. Today’s lesson looks at love, specifically in the
context of marriage – what does it truly mean to be married? What does it offer us and what does it require of us?
Marriage – ’til death do us part?
Questions for consideration:
1. Where did Valentine’s Day come from?
2. What truly makes a marriage work?
1. Where did Valentine’s Day come from?
(Source: www.About.com) The origins of Valentine's Day, like the origins of love itself, are somewhat obscure — a
combination of myth, history, destiny, chance and marketing.
Legend has it that a certain third-century priest named Valentine persisted in performing marriage ceremonies despite
a ban by the Roman emperor Claudius II (Claudius was persuaded that single men made better soldiers for his army).
Thrown into jail, Valentine formed a relationship with his jailor's daughter (some say he cured her blindness) and he
signed his last message to her "From your Valentine," a phrase which still gets a lot of mileage. St. Valentine was
executed on February 14, circa the year 270, and his remains (probably his, but there were two other Christian martyrs
called Valentine) are now on display in the Whitefriar Street Carmelite Church in Dublin.
There are also reports of an ancient pagan custom that took place in preparation for the Roman festival of Lupercalia,
which started February 15. The names of the town's maidens would be collected and then drawn at random by the
local bachelors; in this fashion couples were paired off for the year.
Third, medieval Europeans thought February 14 was the date on which the birds started to mate. (There's no record of
when the bees started.) From "Parlement of Foules," a poem by Chaucer: "for this was on seynt Volantynys day/ Whan
euery bryd comyth there to chese his mate.”
Starting on Valentine's Day 1400, the French royal court held a Cour Amoreuse, in which ministers met after mass in
"joyous recreation and talk about love." Love poems were presented before the ladies, who judged them and awarded
a golden crown for the best one…
…The first valentine on record was sent in 1415 by Charles, duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the
Tower of London. That message is on display in the British Library.
In the 1840s a Massachusetts woman called Esther Howland came up with the idea of mass-producing Valentine's Day
cards; now, about a billion are sent yearly, mostly by women. Valentine's Day gifts, however, are another matter —
there, American men outspend women two to one. The most popular gifts, according to the National Retail Federation,
are (in descending order): candy/chocolate, dinner/a night out, flowers, and jewelry.
2. What truly makes a marriage work?

“Love and Marriage,” as sung by Frank Sinatra
The song says, “You can’t have one without the other,” but is that really true? It comes from an age that we barely
recognize. The divorce rate is almost one in two at this point.
The first line of the Valentine’s Day explanation talked about the “obscure origins of love,” but actually it really isn’t
that much of a mystery:
The first Marriage:
Genesis 2:18-25: (NRSV) “24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become
one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.”
Cling: (Cleave in KJV) Strongs #1692 dabaq (daw-bak'); to cling or adhere
One other use:
Joshua 22:5: “… and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.”
Now this does not describe “love” as we normally think of love, but it does describe something of profound
significance.
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Observations regarding the first marriage:


The noticeable absence of the woman revealed the emptiness the man had without her.



God’s creation of woman from man gives a sense of equality and companionship.



Adam’s desire for companionship was now fulfilled and he expressed this by saying, “at last…” and
“bone of my bone,” etc. There must have been some time without Eve allowing him to feel the contrast.



“Therefore a man leaves his mother and father and clings” implies a lifelong devotion – not just for a
moment or until you get tired.



They become one flesh – inseparable and united in every way.

Better and even more powerful than what we consider to be “love” in our day, marriage was actually based upon a
deep and abiding union of two lives – a partnership that was to be based on God’s own character, His own love, His own
loyalty and His own plan.
This is why marriage is a “covenant” and not just any covenant, it is “a covenant of God:” Proverbs 2:11-17:
(Source: Commentary by Matthew Poole - 1624-1679): The covenant of her God: the marriage covenant; so called,
partly because God is the author and institutor of that society and mutual obligation; and partly because God is called
to be the witness and judge of that solemn promise and covenant, and the avenger of the transgression of it.
Calling God as a witness to a marriage union is very serious.
(Source: McClintock and Strong’s Encyclopedia of the Bible): Covenant: …taken to mean primarily “a cutting,” with
reference to the custom of cutting or dividing animals in two, and passing between the parts in ratifying a covenant
(Genesis 15; Jeremiah 34:18,19)…In making such a covenant God was solemnly invoked as witness (Genesis 31:50),
whence the expression “a covenant of Jehovah” 1 Samuel 20:8; comp. Jeremiah 34:18,19; and accordingly a breach
of covenant was regarded as a very heinous sin (Ezekiel 17:12-20).
Malachi 2:13-14: The idea of marriage is not the idea of engaging into a breakable relationship. Although there are a
few reasons for divorce, the covenant made before God is made with the idea of a lifelong commitment.
The phrase “Covenant of Jehovah,” was not just for marriage but for very solemn promises.
Example of a covenant between David and Jonathan, in the midst of great adversity:
1 Samuel 20:8: Jonathan acknowledges the solemnity of the covenant between the two.
(Source: Bible commentator John Wesley’s Explanatory Notes): “A covenant of the Lord: a solemn covenant, not
lightly undertaken, but seriously entered into, in the name and fear of God, and in his presence, calling him to be the
witness of our sincerity therein, and the avenger of perfidiousness in him that breaks it.”
We understand that his covenant is of the most serious in nature – serious to the point of “’til death do you part” – not
just a line in a marriage ceremony. Yet approximately 50 percent of all marriages end in divorce. Why?
Do people
Do people
Do people
Do people
Do people

marry only as an experiment?
marry with low expectations for longevity?
marry without enough preparation for the depth of the commitment?
marry too soon in their relationships?
marry wanting to divorce?

Jesus verifies the sacredness of this God sanctioned Covenant:
Mark 10:5-9: How do we make our marriages stronger? How do we learn to get through the difficult times together?
(Source: www.marriage.eharmony.com) Effective Communication Skills in Your Marriage: Effective communication
skills are essential in all relationships, especially in your marriage. Learn five ways to help you and your spouse with
your effective communication skills. Effective communication skills are key to marital success with your spouse. What's
the best effective communication skill? There isn't just one — the best way to make your marriage better and
strengthen your relationship is to learn how to make the most of each of the following effective communication skills.
Arguments and disputes are often caused by breakdowns in the communication process. Here is how you can strengthen
your relationship with your spouse so that a marriage with arguments and disputes can be resolved through effective
communication skills: Effective Communication Skill #1: Show your spouse respect Effective communication skills in
your marriage begin with keeping an open mind and reserving judgment. Never look for the "right" or "wrong" in what
your spouse is saying. Remember that everyone has his or her own feelings which cannot be classified as right or
wrong. Never interrupt — not only is it rude but it is selfish. Just listen.

“Love Me Tender,” as sung by Elvis Presley
(beginning of a relationship)
to
“Always on my Mind,” as sung by Willie Nelson
(made to feel second best)
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How often in a marriage when we get into rough spots do we begin to keep score? This prevents healing and creates
competition.
Marriage needs to be built on loyalty. If we have loyalty to the promise, it helps us to be loyal to the spouse,
especially in difficult times.
"Blessed are those who can give without remembering, and take without forgetting." - Elizabeth Asquith Bibesco
Let’s do a quick review of last week:
Love: Strongs #25 agapao (ag-ap-ah'-o); to love (in a social or moral sense):
KJV-(be-)love(-ed).
Love: 26 agape (ag-ah'-pay); affection or benevolence; specially (plural) a love-feast:
KJV-- (feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.
FFFooouuurrrttthhh LLLeeevvveeelll: 25 agapao, 26 agape: This is a level of selflessness and benevolence that surpasses philanthropy as it
encompasses a level of giving that has no thought of reciprocation. Philanthropy is generally accompanied by some
manner of public recognition, but this fourth level has no concern for such things – it is only concerned with the wellbeing of those to which it is giving.
This greatest attribute, this fourth level is applied to husbands and wives! Apply this selfless love to your marriage,
especially in the difficult times so that you can grow threw these things. Continue your loyalty to the commitment.
Every time “love” is used in the following Scriptures, it is referring to this highest form of love:
Ephesians 5:21-31: Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loves the church. He served with his apostles, he washed
their feet, he laid his life down for them. So one of the secrets of showing your spouse respect is to apply this selfless
love to them without ego. In our desire to love them tenderly, it is imperative to PUT THEM FIRST, not giving them any
reason to feel “second best,” as the song goes.
Effective Communication Skill #2: Focus on your spouse
Try to put yourself in your spouse's shoes to get a better understanding and appreciation between the two of you.
Listening is the first effective communication skill. Listen without constantly planning on what you are going to say
next. Remember, no one can listen and talk at the same time! Let go of your own agenda so that you can be receptive
to your spouse's point of view.
Let’s pick a few attributes from the following text to better our communication:
1 Corinthians 13:4-5: (NRSV) “4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;”
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12: What is this third strand? Who is the witness to our marriage covenant? If we keep God in the
center and He binds the covenant together, a three-fold cord is not quickly broken. Let the principles of Godliness tie
you together.
Philippians 2:3: Let’s apply this Scripture to the way we treat our own spouse, esteeming them better than
ourselves.

“Unchained Melody,” as sung by the Righteous Brothers
(We start with depth and passion for one another…)
to
“All out of Love,” as sung by Air Supply
(Circumstances in life get in the way and things happen…)
Effective Communication Skill #3: Notice what's NOT being said: Researchers estimate that approximately 55% of what
we say is delivered through non-verbal signs. Make sure you are not showing signs like frowning, rolling your eyes,
crossing your arms, fidgeting or tapping your feet or fingers. Instead, give your spouse your full attention by making
direct eye contact, nodding your head or making appropriate facial expressions. Keeping a calm tone in your voice is
also an essential effective communication skill — it can help keep a conversation from becoming an argument.
1 Corinthians 13:4-5
Luke 6:35-36: Love your enemies…? If we can love your enemies, we can certainly have that benevolent approach to
our spouse, that closest person to us in our lives. Even when things aren’t going well, we still have a promise that
ought to bind us together for the sake of the promise. If you are bound together by something bigger than how you
feel, you can work through how you feel. The promise never changes.
Ephesians 4:32: It is sometimes hard to be tenderhearted to those closest to us. We forget how special our spouse is,
and we should do everything possible to make it better.
Effective Communication Skill #4: Think about your response: Take the time to think before you say anything in
response. Learning effective communication skills is a marathon, not a sprint. If your reaction feels more emotional
than matter-of-fact, then it's always better to get more understanding than to misinterpret what your spouse means.
When responding, let your partner know you heard what they said by restating what was said, such as “So you are
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saying you feel..." Don't be upset if your spouse tells you that you have misunderstood; if this happens, look at it as an
opportunity to learn more about your spouse and then you can put your effective communication skills to good use.
1 Corinthians 8:1-3

A quick sidebar about Divorce: Jesus puts this in very clear perspective. Mark 10:5-9: When questioned about
divorce, Jesus said that for the hardness of your heart, God allowed divorce to be a part of life. For the hardness of
man’s hearts, God allows a lot of things that are not the ideal. Jesus specifically says that divorce should only be
under very specific circumstances and under such circumstances, it was allowed by God Himself. The thought is that
no man should break apart this union. Even when such special circumstances occur, it doesn’t always mean divorce.

“Endless Love,” as sung by Diana Ross and Lionel Richie
to
“You Don’t Bring Me Flowers,” as sung by Barbra Streisand & Neil Diamond
Some Practical Suggestions:





Love from God’s eyesight so that we can focus on things most important.
Remember that what makes your spouse feel cherished may not be the same for you.
Learn what makes your spouse happy and learn how to do that well.
Learn to contribute fully to each other because you made a promise.

Colossians 3:8-15
“Because You Loved Me,” as sung by Celine Dion
So, the bottom line of Marriage: It is a solemn covenant, made before God; It is a decision to “cling,” not an emotional
response; It is built upon a selfless love first; It is a give and take experience second (don’t keep score!); It simply
requires commitment!

Also see: Galatians 6:2-5
So does it have to be ’Til Death do us Part’?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it…!
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