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What Rights and Privacy Should Children Have?
Proverbs 13:24: (NASB) He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him
disciplines him diligently.
Children are people too! Yes they are, but what does that really mean in terms of raising
them? After all, they are children, and the object is for them to become adults – real, fullfledged, mature, contributory adults! As a parent, is it our responsibility to walk them to that
destination or do they instinctively know how to get there on their own? Could it be that
parents are just in the way? What does the Bible say? Is the Bible right for our generation? Stay
with us!
What is a child’s responsibility to their parents?
Wanted to be the first, spoiled Veruca Salt, Willy Wonka (1971)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Veruca: I wanted to be the first to find a golden ticket, Daddy!
Daddy: I know, Angel. We’re doing the best we can! I’ve get every girl on the bleeding
stockroom looking for ya.
Veruca: Where is it? Why haven’t they found it?
Daddy: Veruca, Sweetheart, I’m not a magician! Give me time!
Veruca: I want it NOW! What’s the matter with those twerps down there?!?
Daddy: For five days now, the entire flipping factory’s been on the job! They haven’t shelled a
peanut in there since Monday! They’ve been shelling flaming chocolate bars from dawn to dusk.
Veruca: Make them work nights!

The answer to our original question is really quite simple! Honor and respect your parents:
Ephesians 6:1-3: This is the only one of the Ten Commandments that came with a promise,
specifically designating personal advantage.
Whatever happened to…, Bill Cosby, January, 2004
•

Ladies and Gentlemen: Whatever happened to parenting? (Wild applause) Whatever happened
to, “I am your mother, and I know better for you. I am your father and I know better for you,
and I love you.” Whatever happened to responsibility placed on these children? We cannot
raise a child on love bought. “I’m afraid not to give it to her, because she may not like me.”
That’s not parenting. That’s called, Junior Chamber of Commerce Award.

Honor is seen in loving what that parent has to offer: Proverbs 12:1
Honor is seen in truly listening: Proverbs 13:1 Proverbs 15:5: Which list would you rather be
on? Generally this is not taught today.
Authoritarian dangers, Authoritarian vs. Permissive, Alison Poulsen
•

Authoritarian parents want their children to be successful, responsible, independent and
capable. Excessive authoritarianism, though, can be harmful in the following five ways: The
excessively strict parent doesn’t really enjoy the child, doesn’t hang out with the child, and
there is little appreciation for feelings or imagination or creativity. When you have an overly
strict parent, you develop a very harsh inner critic, and it makes you very hard to relax and
enjoy life. Even though the child of an authoritarian parent might be obedient, he or she could
become a target for future authoritarian relationships – bully wives or bully husbands. And
actually those obedient children sometimes become sneaky and secretive because they are so
fearful of the parent.

Honor is seen in applying what you are taught: Proverbs 4:1-6 Proverbs 15:31-32
What is a parent’s responsibility to their child?
A parent’s responsibility is to provide: 2 Corinthians 12:14: Paul was like a father figure to
the Corinthian church, preparing a future for them. That principle applies to us as well.
Permissive pitfalls 1 and 2, Authoritarian vs. Permissive, Alison Poulsen
•

Permissive parents want their children to be happy, to be creative and to feel loved, to really
enjoy the moment. But when permissive parents become excessively permissive, they are not
doing their children any favors. So here are the four harmful things that can happen with too
much permissive parenting: Sometimes fear of conflict leads to parents over-indulging a child,
and what happens is that the child then learns to be demanding and whining and to be loud.
The child of an overly-permissive parent doesn’t learn self-discipline and doesn’t learn to
postpone gratification.
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Sometimes parents have to break a pattern of how they themselves were raised. A parent’s
responsibility is to discipline: Proverbs 19:18
Kids are homeless, Bill Cosby, January, 2004
•

These children happen to be homeless people! They don’t own a home. They don’t have a job.
The closest things they have are chores, and they don’t do them! Who are these people running
these kids? And all you keep talking about is, “…in my day…” “You know, in my day my father
would have thrown me…” …well, what’s wrong with you?

Children need to be given ways to contribute. A parent’s responsibility is to teach: Proverbs
22:6: Notice it does not say they will never depart from it… Parents should be wise in their
approach: Ephesians 6:4
Permissive pitfalls 3 and 4, Authoritarian vs. Permissive, Alison Poulsen
•

The child will feel anxious and insecure. If the parent is always there taking care of the child,
letting the child do whatever he or she wants, the child doesn’t feel that sense of selfempowerment that enables you to go out in the real world, where you don’t know what will
happen, and have some sort of confidence that you’ll come out at the other end. The child
loses respect for the parent. If the parent is overly indulging the child, always trying to make
the child happy and comfortable, then the message is sent that the parent is very
uncomfortable with any anxiety or difficulty or discomfort.

A child will look more at what you do than what you say. Children need models more than they
need critics. Our goal is to give them everything possible to make them responsible adults.
A parent’s responsibility is to nurture: Hebrews 5:12-14 A parent’s responsibility is to
communicate and encourage towards maturity: 1 Thessalonians 2:10-14:
Should a child be forced to follow their parents’ moral guidelines?
Teens, use it or lose it, Adolescent Brain, PBS
•

The “pruning down” phase is perhaps even more interesting. Our leading hypothesis for that is
the “use it or lose it” principle. Those cells and connections that are used will survive and
flourish. Those cells and connections that are not used will wither and die. So if the teen is
doing music, or sports or academics, those are the cells and connections that will be hardwired.
If they are lying on the couch or playing video games or watching TV, those are the cells and
connections that are going to survive.

So, should we force our children to follow our moral guidelines? We think the short answer is
absolutely yes! What child knows exactly what is best for them? Proverbs 22:15 Proverbs 29:15
Rotten, mean father, spoiled Veruca Salt, Willy Wonka (1971)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Veruca: They’re not even trying! They don’t want to find it – they’re jealous of me!
Daddy: Sweetheart, I can’t push ‘em no harder. It’s 19,000 bars an hour they’re shelling and
160,000 of them they’ve done so far!
Veruca: You promised, Daddy! You promised I’d have it the very first day!
Mother: You’re going to be very unpopular around here, Henry, if you don’t deliver soon.
Daddy: It breaks my heart, Henrietta. I hate to see her unhappy.
Veruca: I won’t talk to you ever again! You’re a rotten, mean father! You never give me
anything I want! And I won’t go to school until I have it!

Obviously this is over-the-top disrespect. Children end up being lost as adults.
This next text shows the harsh reality of the Law regarding such matters: Deuteronomy
21:18-21: Death for being disobedient? This refers to older children, but the penalty for
absolute disrespect for your parents was death. But do all parents have great moral guidelines?
Unfortunately not.
Talk and teach, Bill Cosby, January, 2004
•

Talk to your children – that’s a part of parenting! Stop leaving it up to “the teacher might do
it.” Ask your child. Make your child talk to you. This is not a contest called, “Do you love
me…please?” None of you want to stand in front of a judge with your child dressed in orange
and say, I’m sorry your honor, I did all I could. No. I want you to talk to your children. I want
you to teach your children to love you unconditionally, and if they do that, then it’s an even
playing field.
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We teach by applying the process of leadership, guidance and discipline: Hebrews 12:5-11:
(NRSV) 5And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children--My child, do
not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, or lose heart when you are punished (rebuked)
by him; 6for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves, and chastises every child whom he
accepts. 7Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children; for what
child is there whom a parent does not discipline? 8If you do not have that discipline in which
all children share, then you are illegitimate and not his children. 9Moreover, we had human
parents to discipline us, and we respected them. Should we not be even more willing to be
subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed
best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share his holiness.
11
Now, discipline always seems painful rather than pleasant at the time, but later it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
•

Do not lose heart when you are rebuked by Him…: Scolding with words or a look
disheartens.

•

…for the Lord disciplines those whom He loves: Discipline/action doesn’t feel like
love.

•

…chastises every child whom He accepts: Scourging seems to be the opposite of
acceptance.

How should a parent teach a child morals and ethics in a way that the child doesn’t feel
overwhelmed by standards that are too high?
The e-mail I sent to my three grown up and independent children:
“To my three adult children, I need a favor on short notice. This week’s CQ is entitled: What
Rights and Privacy should Children Have? I have two specific questions I would like you to
answer so I can reference them on the broadcast: 1. What do you think are a child's
responsibilities towards their parents regarding their upbringing, rules etc...? 2. What do you
think a parent’s responsibilities are towards their children regarding upbringing, rules etc…?
Try and keep it relatively short - hit what you might consider to be high points - the most
important things etc... If it helps, focus on a specific age bracket or brackets to narrow down
your answer. Please do NOT collaborate with each other - I would like to hear from each of you
independently.” How have I done as a parent? I ask my grown up children! We will get to that
shortly, but in the meantime, back to Veruca!
Happiness and harmony, spoiled Veruca Salt, Willy Wonka (1971)
•
•
•
•

(One of the workers finds a golden ticket) I got it! Here it is!
Veruca: I want it! Give me that ticket! It’s mine!
I found a golden ticket!
Daddy: Thank goodness for that.
Mother: Happiness is what counts with children. Happiness and harmony.

Proverbs 13:24: Discipline should be a byproduct of our love for our children.
(See CQ Rewind Full Edition for the replies of Rick’s grown children.)
To best influence our children, we need to approach them with the highest regard for who they
are and what they represent – one of the greatest gifts with which we could ever be blessed!
How often do we as parents actually thank God for our children? Micah 6:8: Keeping these
three simple and elegant principles as a foundation, we then apply the next text: 1 Corinthians
11:1: So, with our attitude and motivation focused, we can now proceed to express our
leadership and concern for our children with honesty and integrity. 1 Corinthians 4:14-19: The
Apostle Paul teaches us that parental authority must be present, visible and clear. Children
need to be shown how to be an adult.
How much freedom should a child be given?
193 countries can be checked up on – “pro” stance, Convention on the Rights of the Child,
youtube.com (Switzerland)
•

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is an agreement between countries to act in a
certain manner. The Convention has 54 articles and 41 of them each highlight a rule, such as all
children have the right to a name, all children have the right to education and all children have
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the right to play. The countries which accept these rules are regularly checked up on to make
sure that they are not cheating and breaking any rules. Today, 193 countries, including
Switzerland where we live, have accepted the rules of the Convention.

Sound scriptural principle: Maturity goes hand in hand with freedom and privilege: Hebrews
5:12-14: The Apostle contrasts the immature with the mature. With maturity, one finds
freedom. A child does not have that same freedom.
Defining the treaty, “against” stance, Convention on the Rights of the Child, youtube.com
(Note: This was voted down in the United States’ Congress in 2009.)
•

The United Nation’s CRC treaty takes decision-making power away from parents and gives it to
the government so it can enforce the ideological whims of the United Nations. This treaty
allows the United Nations to decide what is in the best interest of the child, overriding all
parental concerns. This is how it works: A committee of 18 experts sitting in Geneva has the
authority to issue official interpretations of the treaty, which would be entitled to binding
weight in the American courts and legislatures. This effectively transfers ultimate authority for
policies in these areas to a foreign committee. This includes health, education, and family life
issues like faith and discipline.

Sound scriptural principle: A child is childish and cannot function as an adult: 1 Corinthians
3:1-4: So when we act childish, we by definition must have the reigns of freedom pulled from
us as Christians. We do not want to be “adult children” in Christ. Sound scriptural principle:
Children have little strength and need the support of the mature: Ephesians 4:11-15 Sound
scriptural principle: Grow up! (Notice – true growing up takes time, nourishment and
experience) 1 Corinthians 14:20
Kids’ rights to speech and religion, “pro” stance, Convention on the Rights of the Child, youtube.com
(Switzerland)
•

The Convention also says that all children should be listened to and be able to say what they
think – freedom of speech is a human right and everybody has a right to say what they think, not
just adults, but children too. And what children think and say is important, so adults should
listen. It is also an important right to be able to think and believe what you want. All children
have the right to choose their own religion. There are many religions in our world today, such
as Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and many more. The convention allows children to
believe what they want.

This thinking hands over the responsibility of raising our children to someone else. Our
children are OUR PERSONAL responsibility: 1 Peter 2:1-5: Through parenting, we allow the
growth process to have its results shine through. This text indicates the need for authority,
without it a child is considered neglected: Proverbs 29:15-20: We cannot be afraid to be the
head of the household for their ultimate good. On the other side, we need to be ready to walk
away from them when they are of age, as they are ready to make their own decisions. This
next text brings in the thought of reigning in emotions during the disciplining process:
Proverbs 19:16-20: Finally, the responsibility of children and parents simply summed up:
Colossians 3:20-21: Walk the road with them. Show them by what you do and teach them by
what you say. Show them how to think in a godly manner. Raising children is one of the most
critical responsibilities we can have, and fortunately we have the Bible that gives us the
scriptural principles on how to do that.

So what rights and privacy should children have?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it…!
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