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“What About Angels?” #642 – January 16, 2011

What about Angels?
2 Corinthians 11:14: (NASB) No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
Most people believe in angels and a surprising number of people believe that there are ways for
us to communicate with them. Well, what is an angel? If they are real, where do they come
from? What business do they have with us? Are all angels “good?” Can we really communicate
with them or is that not a good idea? Do angels play a role in protecting us? Can we in any way
give instruction or direction? Should we pray to them? Are angels people who have gone to
heaven? TOO MANY QUESTIONS!!! Stay with us as we delve into a topic that is not only
fascinating, but a bit scary as well...Angels!
Questions for Consideration:
1. What are angels?
2. What forms do angels take?
3. What do angels do and do people become angels?
4. Who has access to angels?
1. What are angels?
The word for “angel,” both in the Old and New Testaments, literally means a messenger,
someone sent as a representative. The words are most often used to describe spiritual
messengers of God. Psalms 34:7-8: Luke 1:18-19
Saved by Angels, Introduction on the Science Channel
•

According to a Time Magazine survey, over two-thirds of Americans believe in angels;

•

Skeptics say angelic visions are just the brain replaying unconscious images found in
pop culture.

The biblical word for angel is not limited to describing spiritual messengers of God, however.
Messengers sent by human beings with good intentions: Numbers 20:14-15
Messengers sent by human beings with bad intentions: 1 Kings 19:1-2
Human messengers sent by God: (Both John the Baptist and Jesus were called messengers.)
Malachi 3:1
General guidelines of a messenger:
•

Under the authority of the one who sent them;

•

Given a specific task to accomplish;

•

No inherent power to alter the task given.
2. What forms do angels take?

Guardian Angels Take Different Forms, Ed Brennan (Editor of Guideposts Magazine) on the
CBS Early Show
•

Angels come in many different forms: A breeze that comes through a window to turn
the page of a book; a stranger in the subway who reassures you.

Hebrews 13:1-2: By this we can conclude that angels have taken on a form to look like men.
Genesis 18:1-3: Abraham wasn’t afraid of them, he just accepted a stranger.
In the Presence of Angels, Champion Entertainment
•

“The nurses” – at least four different families of patients have “seen” them, but no
one can touch or speak to them.

Are these angels?
Let’s continue looking at the forms in which angels appear: Daniel 10:5-6
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Appearing as a man in dazzling light and pure white: Matthew 28:2-4
Appearing as a multi-winged creature: Isaiah 6:1-3
How did angels NOT appear in the Bible?
•

Angels never appeared in the likeness of someone people knew;

•

Angels never appeared in a female form;

•

Angels never appear like Cupid, the chubby baby with the arrows!
2. What do angels do and do people become angels?

What do angels do? We have the examples in the Bible for our precedent.
They worshipped and praised God: Isaiah 6:1-3 They ministered: Hebrews 1:13-14
They delivered God’s messages: Luke 2:8-11 They directed: Acts 8:26-28 They reported to
God: Matthew 18:10: Here is the concept of a guardian angel, even though that phrase never
actually appears in Scripture. They delivered: Acts 5:17-20:
Do people become literal angels?
Bells and Angel’s Wings, It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)
Hebrews 12:22-23: This discusses two separate categories of beings: 1) myriads of angels, and
2) the general assembly and church of the firstborn. We can infer by this that one doesn’t
become the other.
3. Who has access to angels?
In every instance an angel appeared in the Scriptures, they did their work and then they left.
Every instance in which they appeared in the New Testament was directly related to the
developing of an infant stage Gospel. Because Satan was so busy trying to thwart the Gospel,
the Lord made sure it could get its proper start.
There are two main approaches taken by those who want to access angels:
1. Teach others how to do it.
How to Petition Angels, Carole Tuttle, "Master Energy Therapist/Spiritual Teacher/Author"
•

Angels work for God – their work is to minister and assist humanity, and yet they’re
restrained from helping us unless we ask.

Should angels be a part of our daily experiences?
Should we pray to them? No! Matthew 6:6: Pray to our heavenly Father, not to angels. There
are no scriptures that teach us to pray to angels.
Should we ask them for help or favors? No! John 14:12-14: There is no scripture advising us
to ask angels for help.
2. Do it for others.
Angels Speak to Everybody, “The Angel Lady,” YouTube
•

Angels speak to everybody through feelings. Listen to your body, a psychic vehicle through gut feelings and knowing this, your angels are trying to communicate with
you…

The vast majority of the experiences of Biblical characters happened without any noticeable
intervention or mention of angels. This tells us that they are meant to be pretty much invisible
to our eyes and our minds. The Bible set the precedent that they appear when there is a great
necessity but not on a regular basis.
I invited the angels to help me, “The Angel Lady,” YouTube
•

… I got this feeling that we are all divinely protected and guided - I invited the angels
to be with me to help me and to help other people.
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Are there dangers here? Yes, because... 2 Corinthians 4:3-4: The God of Heaven (God) and the
God of this World (Satan) are vying for our attention in this way. Who will you listen to?
4. Are Angels active in life and do they take special care of children?
Walking towards the light, Saved by Angels, Science Channel
•

Two-year old Ricci believed she entered a world where miracles do happen…she was
guided by an angel…

Does this account have more credibility because it was a young child, not brainwashed by
society? The reality is children can grasp on to concepts very quickly, so other explanations
would need to be explored. With many near death experiences, there is a presence or a voice
that tells you to go back – is this angelic or human?
Whom do angels watch over? God’s chosen: Psalms 91:11-13 Psalms 34:7: Notice it doesn't
say that the angel of the Lord encamps around every human being. Matthew 18:1-3, 10
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Are angels at our beck and call?
Good angels are never at the call or service of men, not even Jesus! Matthew 26:53: The
angels were under the command of the Father. If Jesus had to go through his Father, certainly
we would have to do the same.
5. How do you tell a good angel from a bad angel?
Good angels don’t know all of the answers, but they do observe us: Matthew 24:36
1 Peter 1:12: Angels are powerful spirit beings but they do have limitations.
Good angels always carry out the will of God without changing it, and then leave when their
mission has been accomplished!
Galatians 1:8 Luke 2:12-14: Good angels always praise and honor God.
My information is from the Angelic Realm, "The Angel Lady," YouTube
•

Where do I get my information? It's light energy and it comes from the angelic realm.

Whenever we claim insight into any spiritual realm, we need to be absolutely sure which realm
we are tapped into - good or evil.
2 Corinthians 11:13-14: Satan is disguised as an angel of light, yet his abode is in darkness.
Jude 1:6: He appears as an angel of light in order to deceive us. He is a counterfeit. This very
darkness is what we fight against, for it takes away from the true light of God’s will and God’s
spirit and promotes the worship of the created (in this case, angels) not the Creator.
Ephesians 6:12
Remember, good angels:
•

are NOT at our beck and call;

•

should NOT be part of our daily experience; and

•

should NOT be asked upon for help.

If God so wills it, angels will be accessible to you. They will not be just because we want them
to be.
Romans 8:38-39: (NASB) 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor
any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

What about angels?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions...
Think about it…!
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