Thank you for downloading
CQ Rewind – Summary Only Version!
Each week, the Summary Only version provides you with
approximately 4 pages of brief excerpts from the program,
along with Scripture citations.
If you would like to receive the
CQ Rewind FULL EDITION at no charge, simply sign up at
www.ChristianQuestions.net.
The FULL EDITION of approximately 10-12 pages includes
comprehensive excerpts from the program, fully quoted
Scriptures, graphics, illustrations, and even extra study
points that time prevented us from covering
during the live program.

“Has Wisdom Been Forgotten? #588 – January 3, 2010

Has Wisdom Been Forgotten?
Psalms 90:12: NKJV “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom.”
Wisdom! When I hear that word I conjure up a number of images in my mind. A long white beard. A
slow and deliberate response to a question. Thoughtfully sitting back in a chair, elbows on the arms of
the chair with the fingers from your left hand touching just the tips
of the fingers from your right hand. Thoughtfully stroking your
“You can tell whether a man is
chin. When I hear the word wisdom, I think of Gandalf, from Lord
clever by his answers. You can
of the Rings. My grandmother. King Solomon – in his early years.
tell whether a man is wise by his
Abraham Lincoln. The Apostle Paul. Jesus. God himself. When I
questions.” – Naguib Mahfouz
think about wisdom, I look around and wonder – where is it? Stay
with us this morning as we look into what wisdom is and how it can
change our lives!
It has been said that the book of Proverbs is a book of wisdom for the word itself has the implication of
“to rule or to govern.” Solomon wrote the Proverbs – he was given wisdom by God and much else as
well. The context of the following is when Solomon became King. We begin when Solomon was young
and about to become King, probably about 18-20 years old at this time.
1 Chronicles 22:13: There is a transition here between King David and King Solomon. David is old,
Solomon is young, and he is giving a magnificent project over to him. It is at a point in time where
David is saying “I can’t do this, but you can – seek God’s wisdom and understanding, and in that way,
you will be able to do something magnificent in the site of God and men.”




Observations about the wisdom of King David at the end of his life:
 This text shows David as a man after God’s own heart – his desire was to Honor
God, in spite of previous bad judgments and errors in his life.
 David did ALL HE COULD to prepare for the building of the temple.
David tells his young son all that has been put in place for him as future King.
David specifically prays that wisdom and understanding be given to his son.

Now, Solomon has become King – read 2 Chronicles 1:7-10:
Observations about an Attitude Ripe for the Development of Wisdom:
 God’s command to Solomon is open-ended and reminiscent of
finding Aladdin’s Lamp.
 Solomon’s answer recalled God’s mercy: “You have shown great and steadfast love to my
father David.”
 Solomon’s answer is God centered – “O LORD God, let
“The function of
your promise to my father David now be fulfilled.”
wisdom is to
 Solomon’s answer is full of humility – “you have made
discriminate between
me king over a people as numerous as the dust of the
good and evil.”
earth.”
- Cicero
 Solomon’s answer begs for wisdom and knowledge.


Solomon’s answer reiterates that it is the people of
God he is to rule. This shows the humility that is so
important in the application of knowledge.

The need for wisdom is so that we can do the right things with great integrity and foresight.
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2 Chronicles 1:11-13
Observations on God’s answer:
 God blesses heart-service not lip-service - “Because this was in
your heart”
 God recognizes Solomon’s humility - “you have not asked for
possessions, wealth, honor” God fulfills the needs of a King who
seeks – “wisdom and knowledge are granted to you”
 God blesses in abundance – “I will also give you riches, possessions, and honor, such as none of
the kings had who were before you, and none after you shall have the like.”
The results of seeking Wisdom and God’s blessing:
1 Kings 4:29-34: The wisdom of Solomon became renowned throughout the civilized world at that time.
Great people from other nations came to see him.
Proverbs 1:9: In the context of the world today, Solomon is saying learning wisdom helps gain
instruction in wise dealing, righteousness, justice and equity; it tells us to not push aside the simple
but to teach shrewdness…there is so much here about the purpose of wisdom. So our question is,
where has wisdom gone? Let’s get it back into our daily lives.
Wisdom has been replaced by violence, pride, corruption, ungodliness. It certainly is no longer at the
top of the list. Pride and wisdom don’t belong in the same house. You can’t be full of pride and be
full of wisdom because the two are contradictory to each other. When pride gets in the way, wisdom
can no longer function. Wisdom is very fragile and if not handled carefully, we cannot use it.
When we respect God, we begin to exercise wisdom. To find wisdom, first have an attitude ripe for
the development of Wisdom…
 Recall God’s mercy
Psalms 111:10: Realize there is something much bigger than you, thereby taking pride out of the
picture.
 Be God-centered
2 Timothy 3:14-17: This is a strong admonition towards wisdom to Timothy from the Apostle Paul.
Timothy is a relatively young man and Paul is like a spiritual father to him. Paul explains that Timothy
knows what he has learned and he knows where it came from. We can know things, but what makes us
equipped for a good work is a wise application of the things that we know. We need to be Godcentered in order to make wisdom work.
 Be full of humility
1 Peter 5:5,6: With all of the knowledge we have in this age and the clamor of individual rights, young
people are people taught that what your parents say or what your grandparents say is not important.
When we show a lack of respect for the older generation, we are showing a void in wisdom.
The Apostle Peter is telling the younger to be submission to the
older, but all to be submissive to each other. It needs to start
“It’s so simple to be
when we are young, but it needs to stay in place, otherwise we
wise. Just think of
can’t maintain a wise approach to life.
something stupid to say
 Seek for wisdom and knowledge
and then don’t say it.”
Proverbs 16:16: Solomon continually talked about getting wisdom
– Sam Levenson
and understanding in the Proverbs. How do we do this? Wisdom
has to be acquired by paying attention to life.
 Reiterate that it is God who rules
Jeremiah 9:24: Daniel provides insight when he speaks of the end times
in Daniel 12:4
“We thought, because we
Daniel talks about a great increase of knowledge and people running to
had power, we had
and fro. We have certainly experienced this, especially over the last
wisdom.”
100 years. It is interesting that the prophecy does not say there will be
- Stephen Vincent Benet
a great increase in wisdom, just a great increase of knowledge. As you
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look around, you can see in many cases when knowledge is applied without wisdom.
Now let’s look at the art of applying Wisdom to our daily lives:
To apply wisdom:
Psalms 90:12: Don’t take for granted that life just continues on and on. There is a finite
amount of time to develop ourselves. There is a foresight put in place to know we have to
learn wisdom.
Proverbs 23:23: When you find what is true and right and good, do whatever you can to attain truth
and then don’t ever let it go.
Proverbs 29:15: Disciplining a child is a good thing – use wisdom – no scripture says that you need to be
your child’s best friend.
Observe!
Proverbs 30:24-28: Solomon is telling us to observe the things that are around you – see how things
work within God’s creation. The way things function in nature can teach us how to be wise in our own
lives.
Pride destroys the ability to gain and apply Wisdom:
Proverbs 16:18,19: So often in the world today, when someone is given power or wealth, it develops
great pride. With great pride, the ability of wisdom to rule gets diminished.
Pride’s reaction to wisdom: Let’s compare David to Saul…
1 Samuel 18:5: David is showing his ability to behalf wisely with a humble spirit.
1 Samuel 18:12-16: Saul was very obviously threatened by David. Whereas David behaved wisely, Saul
was reactionary and demonstrated jealousy and pride.
What was Saul missing?
Psalms 32:8: Saul put aside the guidance of God.
How do we see the development of wisdom in the life of Jesus?
Luke 2:39-40
Luke 2:52
Matthew 13:54-56
Jesus as a child grew and became strong and filled with wisdom. When it comes to the point of his
preaching, he is just a carpenter’s son, he is from Nazareth. We see Jesus pouring out all of this great
wisdom. In so doing, he is shocking people because they are not used to this level of wisdom coming
from someone from Nazareth. It certainly got their attention.
What is the importance of wisdom to the Christian life?
Acts 6:8-10: This is at the end of Stephen’s life. He was following truth and following God’s way.
Those that stood against him could not answer against the wisdom with which he presented himself. It
is such an important part of wisdom to be able to listen rather than prepare what we are going to say
when they take a breath.
Colossians 1:9: Knowledge is great, we need it – but don’t get all the knowledge without wisdom and
spiritual understanding.
Colossians 3:16: We can know the scriptures and rehearse them and repeat them, but are we allowing
them to dwell in our lives richly, with wisdom?
Colossians 4:5: Each step of your life that you walk ought to be in the context of wisdom.
James 1:5: If we lack in wisdom, the first thing to do is to do what King Solomon did – ask God for
more wisdom. We will get experiences to help us develop wisdom.
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What about trials and difficulty?
Everybody falls short and has difficulties in their lives. What we want to do is to take these
experiences and apply wisdom to them, so that when we do fall down flat on our faces, we
can look back, draw something from it and look forward.
Don’t waste your experiences…use them!
Wisdom knows that difficulties and trials are necessary:
Hebrews 12:3-12: Use the difficulties in your life – even the failures, to develop discipline. If you don’t
have discipline, you are not a child of God. Children learn through the discipline. It seems painful, but
they should be experiences to help us develop in our lives.
“Hesitancy after the wrong is
seen increases the power of the
temptation”
– Unknown

Wisdom has to do with integrity. When you see something that is not
right, allowing it to develop increases the power of temptation.

Psalms 1:1-3: This is a beautiful lesson showing progression. First is the
man that walks with the ungodly, perhaps luring you towards trouble.
You are walking along and then it talks about “stands in the path of sinners.” So now you’ve stopped
walking, you’ve stopped progressing, you are now entertaining the thought. “Sits in the seat of the
scornful,” now you’ve sat down, you’ve relaxed in the context of evil. What you’ve done is allowed the
wrong you’ve seen to grab hold of you. Wisdom says: Don’t get involved in that process!
Flee, flee, flee!
1 Timothy 6:10,11: It is a travesty of those preachers of the gospel who are so money oriented and tell
you that we need to be donating to their cause for us to be blessed, while they are flying in the private
jets and taking luxurious vacations, wearing thousand dollar suits. They bask in the glory of the
dollars, but here the scripture is talking to us Christians. People strayed from the faith then and it
certainly is happening now. Wisdom does not seek gain for personal use. It seeks gain for the glory of
God. Notice the scripture very strongly says “flee these things” – run away from them. Look at what
you are associated with – is this a gospel of prosperity so that I can have “stuff,” or is this the
gospel of Jesus Christ which is a gospel of service, sacrifice and God’s blessings.
Take a look at: 2 Timothy 2:22 and 1 Corinthians 6:18: Here we see things we need to
run away from in order to apply wisdom in our lives. In our world, it is hard to run away from sexual
immorality because it is around every corner! It is our responsibility if we want to live wisely; this is
something we ought not to have any part of. We can’t apply wisdom in our lives if we are going to be
dabbling in sin and allowing it to control us.
1 Corinthians 10:12-14: In those days, idolatry was a lot easier to identify because it was literally the
worship of idols. Now the worship of idols has permeated into all aspects of our lives. We are told to
flee from idolatry – anything that is in the place of God in our lives.
These are the things to run away from – the love of money, youthful lusts, sexual immorality, and
idolatry. These are not ways to pursue wisdom.
Finally, Earthly vs. Spiritual Wisdom:
“Wise men talk because
1 Corinthians 2:7: This makes a stark comparison between earthly
they have something to say;
wisdom and spiritual wisdom. The Apostle is talking to the
fools, because they have to
Corinthians who had all kinds of problems. He didn’t come to them
say something.”
presenting himself as a fountain of wisdom from which you may drink
– Plato
– they were used to these kinds of things. He approached them on a
spiritual level only because spirituality was what was important. Their faith shouldn’t rest on human
wisdom. It was okay in its place, but we need to be looking at something much higher and greater.
When you get to a point of spiritual maturity, you will hear words based on Godliness and not based on
human power.
So Has Wisdom Been Forgotten? For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions,

Think about it…!
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