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Dear breth ren, it is good to be here with you. These inter na tional gath er -
ings are a spe cial bless ing to my wife and me since we are so lonely with

our faith in our home coun try. There are so few breth ren and scat tered that we
mostly feel like we stand alone for the truth. Many times we won der about the
bless ings which breth ren in other coun tries have because most have other
breth ren around to sup port and encour age them.

How much do you appre ci ate the bless ing
that our heav enly Father has given you in
pro vid ing breth ren in Christ with whom to
walk this nar row way? How many times
do you give thanks to God for the breth ren
around you? Do you really value the great
priv i lege of hav ing breth ren? Or do you have
dif fi cul ties in get ting along with them?

Even though the breth ren are God’s gift to
us, we may have dif fi cul ties among us
because of our imper fec tions. But is it all a
con se quence of our incom plete nature? Do
we have spe cial rea sons to fend off some
breth ren? Have we made some require ments
for oth ers to ful fill before we accept them as
our breth ren? Or do we rec og nize all who
have taken the same nar row way and love
them as our brethren?

Criterion For Brotherhood

How do we rec og nize some one as a brother?
What con di tions do we make so we may ap -
prove them as breth ren? Let’s first look at cri -
te rion Brother Rus sell sug gested. In “Doc -
trines More Or Less Impor tant” (Reprints, p.
5284) he writes:

“There are cer tain fea tures of the doc trine
of Christ which are fun da men tal and indis -
pens able, and with out which none would be
rec og nized of the Lord as one of His fol low -
ers. There are other fea tures which would
seem to be use ful, help ful, blessed, but not
fun da men tal—not essen tial to mem ber ship
in the Body of Christ.”

Here Pas tor Rus sell points out an impor -
tant aspect of bib li cal truths, or doc trines.
They can be divided into two parts. One part
con sists of so-called basic doc trines with out
which no one can be a mem ber of the body of
Christ. As the apos tle Paul says, “For other
foun da tion can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corin thi ans 3:10).
These nec es sary fun da men tal truths have
been the same since apos tolic times—and
they will remain the same until the church is
com plete. These truths are clearly pre sented
in the Scriptures.

In the same arti cle Pas tor Rus sell defines
these basic doc trines as:

“(1) All men—all of Adam’s chil dren—
are sin ners.

(2) None can be rec on ciled to God with -
out a Redeemer’s sac ri fice.

(3) Jesus came into the world to be that
Sac ri fice—and later to apply that Ran -
som-price for the sins of the world.

(4) On the basis of faith in the Re deem -
er’s work, the believer may con se crate
him self to the Divine ser vice, in accep -
tance of the Divine invi ta tion, ‘Pres ent
your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice.’

(5) So doing, the believer may—up to the
time of the com ple tion of the Elect num -
ber—exer cise full assur ance of faith that
his sac ri fice will be accepted of the
Father; and that he will receive a share of
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the anoint ing of the Holy Spirit—the be -
get ting.

(6) Such as meet these con di tions are to
be accepted as breth ren in the high est
sense of the term.

This much would seem to have been
always nec es sary, and more than this
we believe is not nec es sary today. Our
advice to the Lord’s dear peo ple every -
where is that they put no yoke upon
each other, beyond the fun da men tals
spec i fied above—that oth er wise they
stand free, and leave each other free,
and fel low ship and agree as much as
they can with each other.”

I believe that we all agree that the stan dard
Brother Rus sell sets was a cor rect doc trine of
Jesus Christ and his sac ri fi cial work. It is sin
that sep a rates us from God, and we can
approach God only by faith in Christ’s
redemp tion work. There is no other way. It
does not mat ter how much we know; Jesus
Christ is the only way, just as he said: “I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man com -
eth unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

To rec og nize as breth ren all who accept the
basic bib li cal truths does not mean we are
weak en ing the truth. We can eas ily under -
stand the think ing of Pas tor Rus sell. We all
know he was not weak nor did he com pro -
mise the truth. Nev er the less he was the one
who wrote those words con cern ing broth er -
hood. Do we have the same stan dard? If not,
we clearly dis agree with him on this cen tral
issue con cern ing our consecrated life.

Although this stan dard of broth er hood is
based on the fun da men tal teach ings, so-
called advanced doc trines are not use less.
The ones we have today—called “meat in due 
sea son” —are to strengthen us so we may
grow “unto the mea sure of the stat ure of the
fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). But they
are not nec es sary for being mem bers of the
body of Christ. Dur ing the past two hun dred
years we have been more and more priv i -
leged to have better ways to study the Scrip -
tures and gain more infor ma tion about God’s
plan. At the begin ning of the Gos pel age

breth ren did not have so much either in
means nor knowl edge—yet they are still our
brethren. 

So we must con clude that the “strong
meat” we have is not meant to be a test for
broth er hood or used to smite the breth ren. It
is meant as an extra bless ing for us who live in 
these spe cial times.

Different Degrees Of Love
To accept all the con se crated ones as our
breth ren and love them all does not mean we
must honor them all equally. Knowl edge
must be respected in the church, and growth
in knowl edge usu ally dem on strates growth
in spir i tual mat ters. If we want to grow in the
Lord and in his grace, we must also grow in
knowl edge. We highly esteem, and rightly so, 
breth ren whose love toward the Lord and the
truth is dem on strated in their enthu si asm for
study ing his word. And as an indi ca tion of
the heav enly Father’s bless ing they are led
into deeper truths.

The elders must be hon ored because of
their efforts for the church, as apos tle Paul
says: “We beseech you, breth ren, to know
them which labour among you, and are over
you in the Lord, and admon ish you; and to
esteem them very highly in love for their
work’s sake” (1 Thessalonians 5:12,13).

But as we in our earthly fam i lies love each
mem ber, and espe cially the chil dren who
are imma ture, so do we love our breth ren in
our spir i tual fam ily who are still imma ture in
their Chris tian walk. We do our best to help
and sup port them so they may grow stron ger
in the Lord and in His word: “Com fort the
fee ble minded, sup port the weak, be patient
toward all men” (1 Thessalonians 5:14). Here
the apos tle says that the weaker breth ren
must be encour aged no mat ter what kind of
weak nesses they have. Whether it is some
per sonal imper fec tion or a lack of deeper
under stand ing of more com pli cated doc -
trines, we must love and sup port them.

For the purity of the church there is some -
times a need to make a dis tinc tion between
breth ren. The apos tle Paul tells breth ren to
make a dis tinc tion between those who walk
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in the pure spirit and those who walk im -
purely, after the flesh. The lat ter are not to be
respected so that we do not encour age them
in their wicked way. The apos tle advises us
say ing, “We exhort you, breth ren, warn them
that are unruly” (1 Thes. 5:14). They must
be rebuked with love and patience, but not
treated with the love they would have if they
walked faith fully in Jesus’ footsteps.

Separating Ourselves from a Brother

In doc trinal mat ters, the only rea son for non-
accep tance of a brother is the denial of basic
truths. The apos tle John puts it this way:
“Who so ever transgresseth, and abid eth not
in the doc trine of Christ, hath not God. He
that abideth in the doc trine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son. If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doc trine, receive
him not into your house, nei ther bid him God
speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is
par taker of his evil deeds” (2 John 9-11).

If a brother dis agrees with me in doc trinal
mat ters that are not basic, I have no bib li cal
rea son to reject him. Here is what Brother
Rus sell wrote about that:

“Yet we may be sure that he [the apos tle
John] does not mean that we are to disfel low -
ship a brother merely because of some dif fer -
ences of view on non-essen tial ques tions. We
may be sure that he does mean his words to
apply strictly and only to the fun da men tals of 
the doc trine of Christ: for instance, faith in
God; faith in Jesus as our Redeemer; faith in
the prom ises of the divine Word. These will
be marks of a ‘brother,’ if sup ported by Chris -
tian con duct, walk ing after the spirit of the
truth—even though the brother might have
other views which would dif fer from ours in
respect to cer tain fea tures of the plan of God
not so clearly and spe cif i cally set forth in the
Scrip tures.” (Reprints, p. 3034).

If we have an idea and we pres ent it to the
breth ren but they do not agree with it, our
mis sion is not to impose it upon them. We all
have dif fer ent ways of rea son ing by nature so 
we may see some things dif fer ently. Brother
Rus sell says:

“We have no right to make our own views
tests. The things that are tests are the things
given us in the Scrip ture.” (Reprints, p. 4995)

“We are not to disfellowship any one on
account of dif fer ences of view point.” (Con -
ven tion Report Ser mons, p. 168)

Even though we accept as our breth ren and 
fel low ship with those who dis agree with us
on some doc trinal mat ter, it does not mean
we would not speak up for the truth, or what
we believe to be the truth. Yet every thing we
say to the breth ren must be said in the spirit
of love. We should not hide the truth in the
name of love and peace; this would also be
wrong. 

The other rea son for sep a rat ing from a
brother is his sin ful way of life. The apos tle
Paul advises the Corin thian breth ren by say -
ing: “It is reported com monly that there is for -
ni ca tion among you … And ye are puffed up,
and have not rather mourned, that he that
hath done this deed might be taken away
from among you” (1 Corinthians 5:1,2).

So let us ask our selves, what makes me
disfellowship cer tain breth ren? If it is because 
of doc trine, are we fol low ing the bib li cal stan -
dard or have we made stan dards con form ing
to our own reasoning?

Not Many Wise or Mighty

The well-known words of 1 Corin thi ans 1:26
declare that God has cho sen only a few noble
and wise men from the world to be joint-heirs 
with Christ. One rea son is that most of the so-
called good peo ple have the feel ing that they
do not need any redeemer. So God looks for
those who have a hum ble heart, who can con -
fess his sin ful ness and his need for a sav ior, a
redeemer. God looks for a hum ble heart that
can accept the fact that an approach to God
due is only pos si ble because of the sac ri fi cial
work of some one else. So we know there will
always be those among us who do not shine
in intel li gence or great wis dom, breth ren
whose under stand ing of com pli cated doc -
trinal expla na tions may not be as high as we
pos sess. But we must accept these dear ones
just as we do the oth ers.
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He who puts his trust in the Lord and not in 
his own deeds and own wis dom is a real dis -
ci ple. Jesus spoke a par a ble to those who
trusted in them selves and despised oth ers. A
Phar i see prayed God say ing, “I thank thee,
that I am not as other men are … or even as
this pub li can.” But the pub li can said only,
“God be mer ci ful to me a sin ner.” And Jesus
said that this pub li can was jus ti fied rather
than the Phar i see. And so it is with us: “For
every one that exalteth him self shall be
abased; and he that humbleth him self shall be 
exalted” (Luke 18:9-14).

One Body

The spe cial truth we have been given is called 
“a great mys tery” in the Scrip tures. It has
remained a mys tery to the world and to nom -
i nal Chris tians, the “tare” class. The apos tle
Paul says about this spe cial truth: “This is a
great mys tery: but I speak con cern ing Christ
and the church … For we are mem bers of his
body” (Ephe sians 5:32,30).

Jesus Christ has not only redeemed us but
he has also pre pared a way to a great glory for 
us. We have access to that glory only as mem -
bers of his body. Our hope is based on the fact 
that Jesus Christ is our Redeemer and our
goal is to be his joint-heirs in the future king -
dom. So our one and only mis sion in this
pres ent Gos pel age is to build this great body
of Christ “until the full ness of the Gen tiles be
come in” (Romans 11:25).

We can not be faith ful ser vants of God if we
are build ing the body in one place and demol -
ish ing it in another. As the apos tle says, “But
now are they many mem bers, yet but one
body. And the eye can not say unto the hand,
I have no need of thee: nor again the head to
the feet, I have no need of you” (1 Corin thi ans 
12:21). The les son is clear and sim ple: the
faith ful ser vants are doing the build ing work
in the way God has ordained. “He gave some, 
apos tles; and some, proph ets; and some,
evan ge lists; and some, pas tors and teach ers;
for the per fect ing of the saints, for the work of
the min is try, for the edi fy ing of the body of
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowl edge of the Son of God, unto

a per fect man, unto the mea sure of the stat ure 
of the full ness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13).

A good ser vant of the church is always
doing uni fi ca tion work among the breth ren,
never dis pers ing them. If a ser vant tries to
sep a rate the breth ren, and espe cially if he
tries to make some fol low him and his teach -
ings, he is not loyal to his Mas ter, the head of
the body.

Honoring the Servants of the Lord
The apos tle Paul writes: “Let the elders that
rule well be counted wor thy of dou ble hon -
our, espe cially they who labour in the word
and doc trine” (1 Tim o thy 5:17). This is what
we cer tainly must do: respect faith ful elders.
Yet Brother Rus sell reminds us con cern ing
our atti tude toward the Lord’s ser vants: 

“I think it is the Lord’s will that we should
rec og nize every agency God uses, but we are
not to rec og nize any agency of God as being
in any com pe ti tion what ever with the Lord or 
with his divine arrange ment. He is the foun -
tain of bless ing, he only is most to be praised.
I think that is the right sen ti ment. I believe
you all agree with that. And yet I think there
is a dan ger of some dear friends preach ing
Brother Rus sell. Brother Rus sell would like
for you not to do so. He thinks it would not be
to the glory of God.” (Con ven tion Report Ser -
mons, p. 125)

Why is he say ing this? Is it per haps because 
some spoke falsely in his name? He cer tainly
wanted breth ren to use his writ ings for the
bless ing of the breth ren and glo ri fy ing God’s
name. Yet some breth ren have used his or the
writ ings of oth ers to smite oth ers by plac ing
cer tain doc trines as a touch stone for the
broth er hood (see Matthew 24:45-51). This
obvi ously was not Brother Russell’s purpose.

Exactly the same sit u a tion had occurred in
the days of the apos tle Paul. He writes:
“Whereas there is among you envy ing, and
strife, and divi sions, are ye not car nal, and
walk as men? For while one saith, I am of
Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not
car nal?” (1 Corinthians 3:3,4). Some in the
early church declared them selves allied with
a ser vant of the Lord, not the Lord him self.
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They used the name of a ser vant to divide the
church, not to bless it.

This was, and still is, abso lutely wrong.
That’s why the apos tle emphat i cally opposes
it. He points out that such are still imma ture
in spir i tual things: “And I, breth ren, could
not speak unto you as unto spir i tual, but as
unto car nal, even as unto babes in Christ. I
have fed you with milk, and not with meat:
for hith erto ye were not able to bear it, nei ther 
yet now are ye able” (1 Corinthians 3:1,2).

Who Is My Brother?

Some may won der why I wanted to speak
about these things. Only my wife and I are
here from Fin land. In my home coun try we
have never enjoyed such blessed fel low ship
with breth ren as we do here.

When I con se crated, the near est brother
lived 500 kilo me ters away. In the few times I
met breth ren they showed no appre ci a tion of
the bless ings we all receive from each other.
In the case of some doc trinal mat ters, a sin gle
wrong word was enough for some to with -
draw from another brother. So my spir i tual

growth occurs next to my wife, whom I met
soon after I con se crated. Hap pily she
received the truth and con se crated soon after.

Because of my expe ri ences, it is easy for me
to speak about accept ing oth ers since I have
no rea son to place any spe cial stan dards upon 
the broth er hood. That should not be our busi -
ness. We can but fol low the stan dards our
heav enly Father has placed in his holy word.
The Scrip tures point out two stan dards:
believ ing the clearly-stated, basic truths, and
endeavor to walk the way of con se cra tion
purely.

Surely we all have a brother or a sis ter
whom we do not find espe cially ami a ble, or
some one who dis agrees with us about some
sub ject. This pro vides the moment when we
should think about what is really impor tant
in our Chris tian walk. Let us enjoy the great
bless ing the Lord has given us! You need
them, and they need you because you are fol -
low ing in the foot steps of Jesus Christ. It is a
dif fi cult task to do this under the best of cir -
cum stances. To try to do it with out a spir i tual
fam ily is much, much harder.

Amen.
Mon day, August 7, 8:10 p.m.Ves per Ser vice  Régis Liberda, France [notran script]

Monday, August 7, 5:10 p.m. 33


