Dear Donna,
Thank you for writing us at Christian Questions Radio. You wanted to know the
true meaning of “love one another.” For example, should an elderly sister be
sitting by herself during a break from a study when other brethren around her
engage in conversation? Are those who are left out from socialization from a
select group of brethren still recipients of their brotherly love? Does being a
recipient of brotherly love mean that one should feel “loved and cherished”?
Finally, you wanted to know how we as Christians can better fulfill 1 Peter 3:8, “
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as
brothers, be compassionate and humble.”
The Apostle Paul tells the Christian what it means to love one another and gives
illustrations in Romans 12:9-16. He says that love must first be sincere. Next, we
are to be devoted to one another, honoring others above ourselves. We must
share with God’s people who are in need and practice hospitality. We are to
rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who mourn. We are then
instructed to live in harmony with one another and not be proud, but willing to be
with people of low position. Paul’s instruction is very similar to and builds upon
that of the Apostle Peter’s definition mentioned above. Although we understand
and have a sincere heart desire to put into practice all of what we have learned,
we are flawed and do not always live up to what we would wish ourselves to be.
Brotherly love rests squarely upon the shoulders of each of us. We should not be
waiting for someone else to demonstrate our perception of what we think
brotherly love looks like.
Are those who appear to be left out from socialization still recipients of brotherly
love? If they are not, they most definitely should be. Therefore, if any one of us
observes an isolated brother or sister, we do not have to wait for others to engage
that person in conversation. It is our individual responsibility to make an effort to
show brotherly kindness and love to the isolated one while not judging the others
engaged in conversation. By so doing the isolated brother or sister will begin to
feel “loved and cherished” and part of the brotherhood.
Each of us needs to rate ourselves according with the standard of brotherly love
that we profess and wish to see in others. We must each ask ourselves what it is
that we are personally doing to live up to that standard. We need to make a
concerted effort to be the change we want to see.
What does it mean to love one another? To truly love one
another is to be willing to give with no thought of any return

because those to whom we give are so important. We hope we have answered
your question. Be sure to sign up for CQ Rewind at www.christianquestions.net.
The service is free without obligation and will provide you with scriptural
perspective on many questions and topics.
Sincerely,
Christian Questions Radio

